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The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. FOXX).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 8, 2014.

I hereby appoint the Honorable VIRGINIA
FOXX to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Dear Lord, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

Though we are a week away, as the
House now gathers, in the wake of a
great American holiday, we ask Your
special blessing on American workers,
those fortunate to have jobs during
these difficult economic times and
those desiring work. May they know
and be confident of the nobility and sa-
credness of their labor.

Lord, the task facing the Nation’s
Congress is a difficult one, which will
call upon each Member to consider
what is best for American workers
first. It is the challenge facing all
Americans. Give the Members wisdom
in their work, that our economy might
begin to rebound, and our countrymen
and -women throughout these United
States be able to provide for their fam-
ilies to build lives we have all come to
expect for our citizens.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. GARCIA)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. GARCIA led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, August 5, 2014.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on Au-
gust 5, 2014 at 11:49 a.m.:

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 112.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion from the House of Representa-
tives:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, August 11, 2014.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I am writing to notify
you that I have tendered my resignation as
the Representative to Congress from the 7th
District of the Commonwealth of Virginia to
Governor Terry McAuliffe. That resignation
is to be effective at 6:00 p.m. on August 18,
2014.

A copy of the letter to the Governor ten-
dering my resignation is attached. I am,

Sincerely,
ERIC CANTOR.
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Washington, DC, August 4, 2014.
Governor TERRY MCAULIFFE,
State Capitol,
Richmond, VA.

DEAR GOVERNOR MCAULIFFE: I write to in-
form you of my intention to resign from the
Tth District seat in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, effective August 18, 2014.

It has been my high honor to represent the
people of Virginia’s 7th District and I am
grateful and humble for the opportunity to
have served them. As such, I timed my an-
nouncement to allow the Commonwealth
enough time to hold a special election coin-
cident with the general election of November
4th. This special election will ensure the
citizens of the 7th District will have rep-
resentation in the consequential lame duck
session of Congress, scheduled to take place
this November and December.

There is precedent in Virginia for special
elections coincident with general elections
to fill vacant Congressional seats. Upon the
resignation of Justice Richard Poff in Au-
gust 1972 a special election was held on the
day of the 1972 general election. M. Caldwell
Butler was elected to complete Mr. Poff’s un-
expired term in the 92nd Congress and also to
serve in the 93rd Congress beginning in Janu-
ary 1973.

Thank you for you consideration of this re-
quest and please do not hesitate to contact
me if I can be of further assistance in this
matter.

Sincerely,
ERIC CANTOR,
Member of Congress.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of
the resignation of the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CANTOR), the whole num-
ber of the House is 432.

PERMISSION FOR COMMITTEE ON
TRANSPORTATION AND INFRA-
STRUCTURE TO FILE SUPPLE-
MENTAL REPORT ON H.R. 5078,
WATERS OF THE UNITED
STATES REGULATORY OVER-
REACH PROTECTION ACT OF 2014

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure be authorized to file a supple-
mental report on the bill, H.R. 5078.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
enrolled joint resolution and bills were
signed by Speaker pro tempore WOLF
on Monday, August 4, 2014:

H.J. Res. 76, making an emergency
supplemental appropriation for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2014, to
provide funding to Israel for the Iron
Dome defense system to counter short-
range rocket threats;

H.R. 606, to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 815 County Road 23 in Tyrone,
New York, as the ‘‘Specialist Chris-
topher Scott Post Office Building’’;

H.R. 1671, to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 6937 Village Parkway in Dub-
lin, California, as the ‘“James ‘Jim’
Kohnen Post Office’’;

H.R. 2291, to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 450 Lexington Avenue in New
York, New York, as the ‘“Vincent R.
Sombrotto Post Office’’;

H.R. 3472, to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 13127 Broadway Street in
Alden, New York, as the ‘‘Sergeant
Brett E. Gornewicz Memorial Post Of-
fice’’;

H.R. 3765, to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 198 Baker Street in Corning,
New York, as the ‘“‘Specialist Ryan P.
Jayne Post Office Building’’;

H.R. 4386, to allow the Secretary of
the Treasury to rely on State examina-
tions for certain financial institutions,
and for other purposes;

H.R. 5195, to provide additional visas
for the Afghan Special Immigrant Visa
Program, and for other purposes.
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AUTHORIZATION FOR TUSE OF
MILITARY FORCE AGAINST
INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

AND THE WAR POWERS CON-
SULTATION ACT

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, today, 1
will be introducing two bills to address
the most pressing national security
threat since 9/11, the rapid advances
made in ISIS in Iraq and Syria, as well
as territorial gains made by al Qaeda-
affiliated groups in Libya, Nigeria, and
Somalia.

We are seeing perhaps the largest
ever territorial gains by terrorist
groups in the Middle East and north
Africa. If we learned any lesson from
9/11, it 1is that wherever terrorist
groups find safe haven to train and
plot, the United States and our allies
will inevitably be targeted.

The purpose of this authorization is
to end any ambiguity about the Presi-
dent’s authority or the Congress’ sup-
port for a U.S.-led international coali-
tion to take action against this threat.

Passage of this bill also would send a
strong message to our allies that the
U.S. intends to confront and defeat this
threat. The Congress has a responsi-
bility and a constitutional obligation
to take an up-or-down vote on this.

————

IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Mr. GARCIA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GARCIA. Madam Speaker, the
President signaled that he would not
move forward on comprehensive immi-
gration reform, and we are deeply dis-
appointed.

However, we should be angry—angry
that this House has not had the cour-
age to take up comprehensive immi-
gration reform. For 1 year and 5
months, the Senate version has sat
passed, and we have been unable to de-
bate it. All during this time, we have
hurt our country, our economy, and
our families. The time has come to
make a decision.

Now, while the President may have
put this decision off, this decision will
not work. It is the right thing to do. It
is the American thing to do, and with
God’s help, it will be done before the
conclusion of this year.

———
PRESIDENT IGNORED ISIS THREAT
FOR YEARS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, a year ago last June,
I presented this map by Dr. Fred Kagan
of the American Enterprise Institute,
warning of expanding terrorist safe ha-
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vens around the world. The President
ignored these signs and underestimated
the strength of the bloodthirsty terror-
ists. This has led to mass murder of op-
posing Muslims and American journal-
ists.

According to a recent article in The
Washington Times, after the U.S.
exited Iraq, ‘‘It took just weeks for for-
eign al Qaeda fighters to start pouring
back into Iraq to attack the new gov-
ernment. It announced itself as the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and Syria, now the
Islamic State, known as the initials
ISIS and ISIL.”

The President has been negligent for
the past 2% years, as ISIS fought to
seize control of the very country we
liberated with our dedicated military,
including two of my sons and a mar-
tyred staff member.

Radical Islamic terrorists must be
fully confronted and defeated to pro-
tect American families at home and
our allies abroad.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and the President should never forget
September the 11th in the global war
on terrorism.

We need peace through strength, and
I want to commend the gentleman
from Virginia, Congressman FRANK
WoLF, who is retiring, who has been a
stalwart for freedom.

———————

THE FDA CREATES ROADBLOCKS
ON THE PATH TO CURES

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, the
Committee on Energy and Commerce
has embarked upon an ambitious plan
to advance the cures of the 21st cen-
tury and to make them a reality for to-
day’s patients and physicians.

I spent, indeed, part of August doing
roundtables for the Energy and Com-
merce Cures initiative. One issue that
came up time and again is the poten-
tial, the promise of genomic medicine
to understand, diagnose, treat, and pre-
vent illness if given the opportunity.

The era of precision medicine is at
hand, and doctors need to have the
tools, the tools to utilize this. One of
the tools is known as laboratory devel-
oped tests in order to identify best
therapies for a specific patient, but
burdensome regulation by the Food
and Drug Administration of laboratory
developed tests would prevent clinical
labs from developing tests to respond
to public health needs.

I actually believe the Food and Drug
Administration has no authority to
regulate laboratory developed tests,
and in fact, if they continue to do this,
it will only create more roadblocks,
more obstacles on our path to cures. As
a physician, I am adamantly opposed
to this.

This week, the Energy and Commerce
Committee will hold a hearing on the
future of laboratory developed tests.
We must work together to oppose the
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Food and Drug Administration’s pro-
posal, so that the work of medical pro-
fessionals, which is to heal our patients
using all the tools at our disposal, may
finally be realized.

——

IMMIGRATION

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, the President continues to claim
that if Congress won’t act on immigra-
tion issues, he will, but the House has
acted and recently passed legislation to
address the border crisis.

The President still threatens to
grant amnesty by executive order, but
such actions run counter to his own
statements about the illegality of en-
acting such immigration policies on
his own.

In 2011, the President stated:

I swore an oath to uphold the laws on the
books. Now, I know some people want me to
bypass Congress and change the immigration
laws on my own. That is not how our Con-
stitution is written.

He stated as recently as last fall
that, ““If, in fact, I could solve all these
problems without passing laws in Con-
gress, then I would do so. But we’re
also a nation of laws.”

The President should listen to his
own words and abide by his oath of of-
fice and the Constitution.

————
IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
let me indicate that as our Members
come back from the work recess—and I
think it is important to establish that
although 1 or 2 vacation days may have
been taken and Members got a chance
to see their families, they were work-
ing—and I am going to take the opti-
mistic approach and say that the
American people want to see us work-
ing over the next couple of days.

I believe we can collectively, with
the President, address the terrorist
threat of ISIS. Those of us who had a
chance to be in the Middle East know
how serious an impact that it has on
the homeland, but I also believe that
we can put on the floor of the House a
comprehensive immigration bill, raise
the minimum wage, provide for pay eq-
uity, and provide for the education of
our children by bringing down the high
interest rates for higher education.

Madam Speaker, it should be the rule
of this House and the rule of the other
body to work on behalf of the Amer-
ican people. Yes, we were working in
our districts.

Now, we need to come and work on
behalf of them and to ensure that the
national security of our homeland is
protected, to be reminded of those lives
that were lost as we approach 9/11, and
to raise the minimum wage, and to
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save lives by passing comprehensive
immigration reform.

As a Member from the border State
of Texas, I know we can do this.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

MULTINATIONAL SPECIES CON-
SERVATION FUNDS SEMIPOSTAL
STAMP REAUTHORIZATION ACT
OF 2013

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (S. 231) to reauthorize
the Multinational Species Conserva-
tion Funds Semipostal Stamp.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 231

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Multi-
national Species Conservation Funds
Semipostal Stamp Reauthorization Act of
2013,

SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION.

Section 2(c)(2) of the Multinational Species
Conservation Funds Semipostal Stamp Act
of 2010 (39 U.S.C. 416 note) is amended by
striking ‘2 years” and inserting ‘‘6 years’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) and the gen-
tleman from Nevada (Mr. HORSFORD)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have b5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
materials on the bill under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, S. 231, the Multi-
national Species Conservation Funds
Semipostal Stamp Reauthorization
Act, was introduced by Senator ROB
PORTMAN on February 7, 2013.

S. 231 would extend the Multi-
national Species stamp for an addi-
tional 4 years, through December 31,
2016.

0 1415

The Multinational Species stamp was
initially signed into law in 2010 in a bill
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introduced by then-Representative
Henry Brown of South Carolina. Prof-
its from this stamp will go to support
programs designed to help to protect
African and Asian elephants, rhinoc-
eroses, tigers, great apes, and marine
turtles. Since its introduction, the
stamp has generated $2.5 million in
proceeds that have been divided equal-
ly among the conservation programs.

By supporting this legislation, the
Postal Service will be better able to
sell its existing stock of 75 million
Save the Vanishing Species stamps in
further support of these conservation
efforts. And with that, I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, S. 231, the Multi-
national Species Conservation Fund
Semipostal Stamp Reauthorization
Act, would require the United States
Postal Service to continue issuing the
Multinational Species Conservation
Funds Semipostal Stamp for 4 more
years.

The conservation fund is a small ini-
tiative, run by the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, that supports a variety of
conservation efforts that benefit sev-
eral species, including great apes, rhi-
noceroses, tigers, and marine turtles.
Because semipostal stamps cost more
than typical stamps, they allow mem-
bers of the public to donate to a par-
ticular cause encouraged by the stamp.
Passage of this bill is a way to raise
revenue for the Multinational Species
Conservation Fund without increasing
its appropriations.

We have no objections to the passage
of S. 231, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I urge all Members to support
passage of S. 231.

At this point, I will yield back the
balance of my time as well.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. COL-
LINS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, S. 231.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
NEIL HAVENS POST OFFICE

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 4939) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 2551 Galena
Avenue in Simi Valley, California, as
the ‘“‘Neil Havens Post Office”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4939

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. NEIL HAVENS POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 2551
Galena Avenue in Simi Valley, California,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Neil
Havens Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Neil Havens Post Of-
fice”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) and the gen-
tleman from Nevada (Mr. HORSFORD)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days within which to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous materials on this bill which
is under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 4939, intro-
duced by Representative BUCK MCKEON
of California, which would designate
the postal facility located at 2551 Ga-
lena Avenue in Simi Valley, California,
as the Neil Havens Post Office.

Charles ‘‘Neil”’ Havens was the long-
est serving postmaster of Simi Valley,
California, serving more than 30 years
with the United States Postal Service
until his retirement in 1988. In 1958, he
continued the family tradition when he
was appointed postmaster by President
Dwight D. Eisenhower. His grandfather
had served as the first mail carrier in
Simi, beginning in 1912, and multiple
generations of the Havens family fol-
lowed in his footsteps. Over the course
of Neil’s career, the mail service grew
from a single route with a single car-
rier to over 60 routes covered by 170
employees under his direction.

In addition to his service with the
post office, he was dedicated to
bettering his community and his coun-
try. He was a Rotary Club president, an
active community volunteer, chari-
table and educational organization sup-
porter, and a Navy reservist.

Mr. Havens passed away in July of
2004 while resting at home with his
wife, Pat. He left behind a strong leg-
acy of service and excellence.

I ask that my colleagues support
H.R. 4939 to designate Neil Havens’ be-
loved Simi Post Office in his honor.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I am pleased to join my colleagues in
the consideration of H.R. 4939, a bill
that designates the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at
2661 Galena Avenue in Simi Valley,
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California, as the Neil Havens Post Of-
fice.

For Charles ‘‘Neil” Havens, working
for the Postal Service was a family tra-
dition. After his grandfather became
Simi’s first rural letter carrier in 1912,
Neil’s uncle and father both followed,
becoming carriers on the same route.
In 1953, Neil’s father, Charles, took on
the job of Simi postmaster, a job Neil
himself would hold for 30 years, begin-
ning in 1958.

Neil was known for going out of his
way to help his community, be it
through mentoring young postal work-
ers or his involvement in the local Ma-
sonic Lodge, the Rotary Club of Simi
Valley, and the Simi Valley Historical
Society. Regardless of the situation,
Neil could always be found smiling and
ready to lend a helping hand.

Sadly, on July 16, 2004, Neil Havens
passed away peacefully at his home at
the age of 74. In addition to his wife,
Pat, their children and four grand-
children, Neil is survived by the many
residents of his community whom he
made feel like family.

Madam Speaker, we should pass this
bill to pay tribute to the life of Neil
Havens and recognize the dedication
with which he worked to better the
lives of those around him.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I yield as much time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCKEON), my distin-
guished colleague.

Mr. McKEON. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Today it is my pleasure to bring to
the floor H.R. 4939, a bill to designate
the facility of the U.S. Postal Service
located at 2551 Galena Avenue in Simi
Valley, California, as the Neil Havens
Post Office.

I want to thank Chairman ISSA and
Ranking Member CUMMINGS for giving
my legislation a fair hearing and for
moving the bill through committee in
an expeditious manner.

Madam Speaker, I also want to thank
the mayor of Simi Valley, Bob Huber,
for the great leadership that he pro-
vides to the Valley, for his service and
dedication over a great number of
yvears. He is the one who pointed out to
me what the Havens family has meant
to the Simi Valley and suggested nam-
ing the post office in their honor. It
was found out that we don’t name post
offices after a whole family; it has to
be named after one person. Neil, having
served the longest, was given that dis-
tinction.

Madam Speaker, much of this has al-
ready been said, but I think it bears re-
peating. I have heard that a genius is
one who hears something six times and
then accepts it, so this will only be
three times.

Neil Havens, Charles ‘‘Neil” Havens,
was the longest serving postmaster in
Simi Valley history, serving more than
30 years with the U.S. Post Office de-
partment and the Postal Service. His
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retirement ended three-quarters of a
century of mail service by the Havens
family of Simi Valley.

The first rural route set up in Simi
began in 1912, when Neil’s grandfather
served as the first carrier. The Havens
family became synonymous with mail
service in the area, having multiple
generations delivering letters. Despite
losing one Havens carrier to combat in
World War I, the Havens family per-
severed and continued to serve their
community, starting out when they
just had a couple of people in the com-
munity.

Neil, following a competitive exam-
ination, continued the family tradition
in 1958, after being appointed post-
master by President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower. Over the course of his admirable
career, Neil Havens saw mail service
grow from Route 1, Simi, California,
with a single carrier, to a team of more
than 170 employees and approximately
60 routes.

In July of 2004, Postmaster Havens
passed away while resting in his favor-
ite chair at the home he and his wife,
Pat, had owned for 53 years. A Rotary
Club President, Navy reservist, and
supporter of charitable and educational
foundations, Neil embodied the spirit
of the Simi Valley. Known for his firm
handshake, his trademark jawline
beard and endless desire to serve, Neil
Havens left an indelible legacy in his
hometown.

Madam Speaker, thank you for giv-
ing my bill time on the floor. I cannot
think of a better tribute to such a con-
summate public servant. I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill which will
mean so much to the Havens family
and the folks in Simi Valley.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I thank and appreciate the
gentleman from California.

At a time in which our country goes
like this, a story like this needs to be
told over and over. I appreciate the
chairman sharing that again so that we
see true civil service and true giving
back to the country, and I appreciate
that very much.

With that, I urge all Members to sup-
port passage of H.R. 4939, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. COL-
LINS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 4939.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

VETERANS MEMORIAL POST
OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 2819) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 275 Front
Street in Marietta, Ohio, as the ‘“Vet-
erans Memorial Post Office Building”’.
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The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 2819
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. VETERANS MEMORIAL POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 275
Front Street in Marietta, Ohio, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Veterans Me-
morial Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Veterans Memorial
Post Office Building’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) and the gen-
tleman from Nevada (Mr. HORSFORD)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, at this point, I yield as much
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. JOHNSON).

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I am proud to have
introduced H.R. 2819, legislation that
would name the post office at 2756 Front
Street in Marietta, Ohio, the Veterans
Memorial Post Office.

I want to thank all of my colleagues
in the Ohio delegation for their support
of this legislation.

In my view, veterans are the one seg-
ment of our society that most deserves
our sincere gratitude and assistance. 1
am eternally grateful to the brave men
and women who have served our coun-
try in the past and for those who still
serve her today. While this represents a
small recognition of our veterans, dedi-
cating the Marietta Post Office pays
tribute to America’s heroes and serves
as a reminder of their great sacrifices
in defense of our freedoms.

In addition to a debt of gratitude, our
veterans and their families deserve the
care and the benefits and the services
they were promised and have earned. It
is particularly important that we keep
our veterans at the forefront of our
minds as so many return home from
combat, some returning home with
wounds that just a few short years ago
they might not have survived. We have
a responsibility to ensure that all vet-
erans are receiving the very best of
care from the VA, as well as all the as-
sistance mnecessary for a successful
transition back to civilian life.

I thank you for the time, Madam
Speaker, to speak on this important
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measure, and I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation.

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I am also pleased to
join my colleagues in the consideration
of H.R. 2819, a bill to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 275 Front Street in Mari-
etta, Ohio, as the Veterans Memorial
Post Office Building. This legislation
recognizes the service of the many men
and women from Marietta, Ohio, who
have so courageously dedicated their
lives to protecting this country.

Every day members of our Nation’s
military risk their lives to defend the
many freedoms Americans enjoy. We
must never forget the sacrifices made
by these servicemembers and their
families. Madam Speaker, we should
pass this bill to honor the brave vet-
erans who have given so much to this
great country.

I yield back the balance of my time.
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Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, again, what has been said is
true. What has been said about vet-
erans and the naming of this post office
at 275 Front Street in Marietta, Ohio,
could ring true on any day and any
time, especially now as we look around
the world and we know the things that
are going on and the things that may
occur, but also looking back on those
who currently save our Nation here
and abroad, it is a fitting tribute to
have the Veterans Memorial Post Of-
fice Building in Marietta, Ohio, voted
on by this House, supported by this
House. Just as those who serve our
country deserve that support, this is a
visible reminder of that support.

With that, I would urge all Members
to support passage of H.R. 2819.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. COL-
LINS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 2819.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

SERGEANT FIRST CLASS DANIEL
M. FERGUSON POST OFFICE

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 5089) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 2000 Mulford
Road in Mulberry, Florida, as the ‘‘Ser-
geant First Class Daniel M. Ferguson
Post Office”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5089

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SERGEANT FIRST CLASS DANIEL M.
FERGUSON POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 2000
Mulford Road in Mulberry, Florida, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Sergeant First
Class Daniel M. Ferguson Post Office’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Sergeant First Class
Daniel M. Ferguson Post Office’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) and the gen-
tleman from Nevada (Mr. HORSFORD)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
materials on the bill under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, at this point, it is
my privilege to also recognize the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. RosSs) and
yield him such time as he may con-
sume to speak on his bill.

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the life of a
brave soldier and to recognize his dedi-
cation to serving his fellow man. His
name is Sergeant 1lst Class Daniel M.
Ferguson.

Sergeant Ferguson was one of the
servicemembers whose lives were trag-
ically taken on April 2, 2014, at Fort
Hood, Texas. A shooter shook the en-
tire Nation on that somber day when
he turned his weapon against his own
military community.

We must never forget those who were
lost and must remain ever-vigilant to
provide medical attention to all vet-
erans in need.

Sergeant Ferguson was a hero to our
Nation. He demonstrated sovereign
loyalty and selflessness on this horrific
day of the shooting. When shots rang
out, Sergeant Ferguson, without hesi-
tation, blocked a set of unlocked doors
to deflect the attacker’s advancement
into the room where his comrades re-
mained. He was literally shielding
them from the dangers of the shooter.

Sergeant Ferguson’s first instinct
was to protect, and with that, he saved
many uniformed soldiers. Grievously,
Sergeant Ferguson succumbed to his
wounds and left behind the broken
hearts of loved ones. But his brave ac-
tions will live on forever.

It is heroes like Sergeant Ferguson
who we need not forget but rather we
must continue to honor his courage.

Today, I stand in support of H.R.
5089, a bill I introduced that will name
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the post office located at 2000 Mulford
Road in Mulberry, Florida, in honor of
Sergeant 1st Class Daniel M. Ferguson.
His respected name and brave actions
will never be forgotten. A veteran of
Kuwait, Iraq, and Afghanistan, Ser-
geant Ferguson will remain in the
hearts of his family, friends, and those
in the military community.

Please join me in paying respect to
Sergeant 1st Class Daniel M. Ferguson
for his immeasurable adherence to
duty, honor, and country. His name
should be voiced for the years to come.

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to join
my colleagues in the consideration of
H.R. 5089, a bill to designate the facil-
ity of the United States Postal Service
located at 2000 Mulford Road in Mul-
berry, Florida, as the Sergeant 1st
Class Daniel M. Ferguson Post Office.

A Mulberry native, Daniel Ferguson
graduated from Mulberry High School,
where he lettered in five sports, includ-
ing football, baseball, and track. He
joined the Army in 1993 and served al-
most 21 years, completing tours of duty
in Kuwait, Iraq, and Afghanistan.

In March of 2013, after returning from
his deployment, Sergeant 1st Class Fer-
guson was stationed as an Army trans-
portation supervisor at Fort Hood,
Texas. On April 2, 2014, Sergeant 1st
Class Ferguson was working on base
when a shooting rampage broke out. In
a final act of courage and service to his
country, Ferguson held himself against
an unlocked door, using his body as a
shield to block the shooter from firing
into a room full of his colleagues.

Although Ferguson was tragically
killed that day, his valiant actions
saved the lives of many other soldiers.
Ferguson is survived by his fiancee, fel-
low soldier Kristen Haley, and is re-
membered for his loyalty, fearlessness,
and heroism. He was awarded the
Bronze Star and Meritorious Service
Medal, among others, for his honorable
military service.

Madam Speaker, we should pass this
bill to recognize the bravery and cour-
age exhibited both at home and on the
battlefield by Sergeant 1st Class Daniel
Ferguson and to commemorate the
great sacrifice made by him and his
family.

I urge adoption of H.R. 5089, and I
yield the balance of my time.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, again, we are recognizing here
someone who shows that heroism is not
confined to a battlefield, it is not con-
fined to a place; it is a state of mind,
it is a state of being, and our armed
services are full of those individuals
who do so. Sergeant Ferguson is one
who is to be remembered, as my friend
from Florida stated, not just for the
fact that he served but for the fact that
he served honorably around the world
and served honorably on that tragic
day on which he put his life before oth-
ers, and others were saved because of
it.
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For that, it is with honor that I
would ask that all Members support
H.R. 5089, and I thank the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. Ross) for bringing
this forward, letting us rejoice also in
one who sacrificed for our country and
also has something for us to look for-
ward to, as well, in our own service in
the measure in which he lived.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. COL-
LINS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 5089.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

LARCENIA J. BULLARD POST
OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 2678) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 10360 South-
west 186th Street in Miami, Florida, as
the ‘“‘Larcenia J. Bullard Post Office
Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2678

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. LARCENIA J. BULLARD POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 10360
Southwest 186th Street in Miami, Florida,
shall be known and designated as the
‘“‘Larcenia J. Bullard Post Office Building’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Larcenia J. Bullard
Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) and the gen-
tleman from Nevada (Mr. HORSFORD)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have b5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rials on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.
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Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 2678, which was introduced
by Representative JOE GARCIA of Flor-
ida. This bill would designate the post-
al facility located at 10360 Southwest
186th Street in Miami, Florida, as the
Larcenia J. Bullard Post Office Build-
ing.

Larcenia Bullard was a schoolteacher
and member of the Florida State sen-
ate representing the 39th district from
2002 to 2012. She also served in the
Florida State House of Representatives
from 1992 to 2000.

Born Larcenia Dunbar on July 21,
1947, she was a graduate of Antioch
College in Ohio and moved to the
Miami area from Philadelphia in the
early 1980s. She earned her master’s de-
gree from Southeastern Nova Univer-
sity and taught first grade but had de-
veloped a desire for public service
while working on political campaigns
in high school and decided to run for
office. She was elected to the Florida
State House of Representatives in 1992.
When she left the State house in 2000,
she managed her husband Edward’s
successful campaign to succeed her.
Likewise, her son, Dwight, succeeded
her as a State senator following her re-
tirement.

Larcenia Bullard is remembered as a
woman of integrity with a great sense
of humor, caring spirit, and a heart of
gold. While she fought passionately for
her convictions, she treated everyone,
including her opponents, with respect
and dignity. At the time of her passing,
Florida State Senate President Don
Gaetz said:

Every hard fight in committee or tough de-
bate on the senate floor always ended with
her warmly embracing those with whom she
disagreed and assuring them of her love.

Madam Speaker, Larcenia’s example
is one that all Members of this body
would do well to follow. She died in
March of 2013 in the town of her birth,
Allendale, South Carolina, while on va-
cation with her family.

In addition to her husband, Edward,
and son, Dwight, she was survived by
her son, Vincent; daughter, Edwina;
and her grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in honoring the legacy
of this great woman and public servant
by passing H.R. 2678.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, 1
am proud to join with my colleagues in
the consideration of H.R. 2678 and
would like to yield as much time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Florida, Representative GARCIA, my
good friend who has sponsored this leg-
islation.

Mr. GARCIA. Madam Speaker, I want
to thank the gentleman from Georgia
and the gentleman from Nevada for
their kind words.

Larcenia Bullard was a teacher, a
public servant, a trailblazer for young,
African American women, a mother,
and a personal friend of mine. I am
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honored to stand here today in recogni-
tion of her unparalleled service to the
people of south Florida.

Larcenia spent 35 years living in
Richmond Heights, Florida, with her
son, Dwight, and husband, Edward, be-
fore passing early last year. She was a
devoted first-grade teacher and an ac-
complished State representative in the
Florida House and a legendary State
senator. She is remembered for voting
with her heart—no matter the politics
or the party.

Her passing was crushing to the
south Florida community. Although
her son, Dwight, carries on her legacy
through a commitment to strong lead-
ership and challenging the status quo,
Larcenia was an irreplaceable cham-
pion of the African American commu-
nity, defender of education and oppor-
tunity equality, and a believer in the
ability of each of us to create and in-
still change.

I encourage all my colleagues to vote
“yes” on H.R. 2678, legislation that
would designate the U.S. Post Office on
10360 Southwest 186th Street in Miami,
Florida, as the Larcenia J. Bullard
Post Office Building. Doing so would
recognize not only Larcenia’s undying
dedication to the community she
served, but also the heart, vibrancy,
and passion she shared with the world.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, we have no more speakers,
and we are ready to close.

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, I
support the passage of this bill to
honor the passion, dedication, and love
with which Larcenia Bullard legislated.
I urge this body’s adoption of H.R. 2678,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, again, I appreciate the gen-
tleman from Florida bringing forth an
example of a fine public servant, and I
would urge all Members to support pas-
sage of H.R. 2678.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. COL-
LINS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 2678.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

SPECIALIST THEODORE MATTHEW
GLENDE POST OFFICE

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules

and pass the bill (H.R. 5019) to des-

ignate the facility of the United States

Postal Service located at 1335 Jefferson
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Road in Rochester, New York, as the
‘“‘Specialist Theodore Matthew Glende
Post Office”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5019

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SPECIALIST THEODORE MATTHEW
GLENDE POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 1335
Jefferson Road in Rochester, New York,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Spe-
cialist Theodore Matthew Glende Post Of-
fice”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Specialist Theodore
Matthew Glende Post Office”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) and the gen-
tleman from Nevada (Mr. HORSFORD)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have b5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

[J 1445

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 5019, which
was introduced by Representative LoOU-
ISE SLAUGHTER of New York. This bill
would designate the postal facility lo-
cated at 1335 Jefferson Road in Roch-
ester, New York, as the Specialist
Theodore Matthew Glende Post Office.

Specialist Theodore Matthew Glende
died while serving in Operation Endur-
ing Freedom in Afghanistan. He was
killed in Kharwar, Logar province, Af-
ghanistan, on July 27, 2012, when his
unit was in the field and came under
enemy fire.

During the attack, Specialist Glende
helped the medic get his wounded com-
rades to take shelter in a trailer when
a mortar round hit the trailer and
killed him. Members of his unit said
that he saved the lives of five of his fel-
low soldiers in the attack. He was only
23 years old.

A native of Rochester, New York,
Theodore graduated from McQuaid Jes-
uit High School in 2007 and enrolled at
Niagara University. He soon felt called
to join the U.S. Army and enlisted.

He is survived by his wife, Alexandra,
whom he married just months before
leaving for his first tour of duty.

Madam Speaker, it is my honor and
privilege to pay tribute to this true
American hero. I ask for my col-
leagues’ support of H.R. 5019. Naming a
postal facility after him is the least we
can do to honor Specialist Glende’s
service and sacrifice.
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With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, at
this time, I am pleased to yield as
much time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
SLAUGHTER), the ranking member of
the Rules Committee.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, I
thank Mr. HORSFORD and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) for
their kind words that you have already
said about my constituent, Specialist
Theodore Matthew Glende.

As was said before, he was born in
Rochester on January 13 of 1989. His
life was taken far too soon at the age
of 23, while he served his country and
helped to protect the lives of his broth-
ers in arms.

Those who knew him described him
as a fun-loving jokester, who above all
else was dedicated to service to his
country. After graduating from
McQuaid Jesuit High School in 2007, he
joined the ROTC at Niagara Univer-
sity.

He was so passionate about defending
his country that when he learned he
would likely be commissioned as a Re-
serve lieutenant, he instead enlisted in
the U.S. Army to pursue his goal of be-
coming an Active Duty infantryman.

After enlistment, Theodore was as-
signed to the 1st Battalion, 503rd Infan-
try Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade
Combat Team, based out of Vincenza,
Italy. He then married his wife, Alex-
andra, on April 12, 2012, just a few
months before leaving on his first tour
of duty.

On July 27, Specialist Theodore Mat-
thew Glende and his unit were am-
bushed. He courageously ushered his
wounded comrades to shelter and en-
dangered his own life. His selfless and
sacrificial actions saved the lives of
five of his fellow soldiers. He gave his
young life in service to his country,
and because of his bravery, he was
posthumously promoted from private
first class to specialist.

Today, I rise to honor the memory of
Specialist Glende. With this legisla-
tion, the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 1335 Jefferson
Road in Rochester, New York, will be
permanently designated the Specialist
Theodore Matthew Glende Post Office.

While nothing we can do will ever as-
suage the grief of Theodore’s wife, of
his family and friends, this designation
is a small token of our gratitude for his
valiant service and will help to keep
his memory alive for future genera-
tions.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, we have no other speakers
and are ready to close.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, 1

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I support the passage of this bill to
honor the courage exhibited by this



H7254

young man in the face of danger. Be-
cause of Specialist Glende’s brave ac-
tions, five American lives were saved
on the battlefield. He deserves our re-
spect for his honorable service.

I thank our colleague, Representa-
tive SLAUGHTER, for bringing this legis-
lation. I urge the body’s adoption of
H.R. 5019, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

As I have been listening here just for
the last few moments—and at this
point, as the song says, ‘“We are over
halfway there”’—of listening through
these what many people would say are
just post office namings, if you listen
to the stories that are being told, these
are the stories of America, these are
the stories of those who serve, those
who gave their life, those who served
us in other ways in their communities.

For that reason, if no other, this
should be mandatory to watch in the
elementary schools and high schools
all across this country because this is
what we are talking about is the best
of America.

With that, I would ask support of
passage of H.R. 5019, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. COL-
LINS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 5019.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

——

CORPORAL JUAN MARIEL
ALCANTARA POST OFFICE
BUILDING
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 4443) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 90 Vermilyea
Avenue, in New York, New York, as the
“Corporal Juan Mariel Alcantara Post
Office Building’’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4443

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CORPORAL JUAN MARIEL
ALCANTARA POST OFFICE BUILD-
ING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 90
Vermilyea Avenue, in New York, New York,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Cor-
poral Juan Mariel Alcantara Post Office
Building™.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
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record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“‘Corporal Juan Mariel
Alcantara Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) and the gen-
tleman from Nevada (Mr. HORSFORD)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and to include extra-
neous materials on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 4443, intro-
duced by Representative CHARLIE RAN-
GEL of New York, which would des-
ignate the postal facility located at 90
Vermilyea Avenue, in New York, New
York, as the Corporal Juan Mariel
Alcantara Post Office Building.

Army Corporal Alcantara was killed
on August 6, 2007, in Baqubah, Iraq. He
died due to wounds suffered from an
improvised explosive device. Juan was
posthumously awarded a Bronze Star; a
Purple Heart; an Army Good Conduct
Medal; and, prior to his death, the
Army’s Commendation Medal.

Originally from the Dominican Re-
public, Juan moved to the TUnited
States with his family when he was 5
years old. Growing up in Washington
Heights in New York, he became
known as a kind and helpful person.

He mentored youth and encouraged
them to set goals and aspire to their
dreams. After his father passed away,
Juan became even more dedicated to
taking care of his family. He made the
courageous decision to join the Army
and serve his adopted country. He was
posthumously awarded naturalized
U.S. citizenship.

It is my honor to ask my colleagues
to support H.R. 4443 and memorialize
the sacrifice and heroism of Corporal
Juan Mariel Alcantara.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, I
yield as much time as he may consume
to the gentleman from New York (Mr.
RANGEL), who represents the fabulous
community of Harlem, and in support
of H.R. 4443.

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I sin-
cerely thank the gentleman from Ne-
vada for this opportunity to support
H.R. 4443, naming a post office in my
district after a fallen hero who, as was
reported by the chairman, came to this
country as a kid on August 24, 1984,
with his family from the Dominican
Republic.

He didn’t come to this country to be-
come a hero; he came in search of the
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American Dream, as so many thou-
sands of people have. Ultimately, after
living and playing in the vicinity of
this post office that we will name after
him, he finished school and saw an op-
portunity in serving in the United
States Armed Forces, as a matter of
fact, joining the 2nd Infantry Division,
which I was honored to serve from 1948
to 1952.

Juan lost his life, and he gained his
citizenship after that through provi-
sions that we have made in the immi-
gration law. There are so many thou-
sands of young people that won’t have
post offices named after them, and
some will be forgotten by many people
who have no idea where our young peo-
ple have lost their lives or what even
they were fighting for.

That is why it is so important for us
as Americans, as we continue to fight
the longest war in our history, you
should remember that it is more than
the post office, it is more than their
life, but it is what this great country
stands for as we try to protect America
all over the world.

It is so important to us, as Members
of Congress who have this responsi-
bility to determine when that moment
comes, that our Nation’s national secu-
rity is threatened and when we will be
going to war, and that these thousands
of lives, not just the people who for
economic or other adventurous reasons
join the military, but in fact, a sac-
rifice that all of us have to make when
our great Nation is threatened.

We are still going through this pe-
riod, and it seems to me, Madam
Speaker, that when the President of
the United States or Members of the
United States Congress believe that
our Nation’s national security has been
threatened, that we should also make
certain that we have a mandatory serv-
ice that goes with us, so that no matter
what neighborhood, no matter what
the economic status is, that when that
flag goes up, all Americans, regardless
of their age, should be prepared—
should be prepared and anxious to
make some type of sacrifice in support
of our Nation’s security.

Certainly for those who are young
enough to serve, they should not be
confined to just those who volunteer,
but everyone should be made vulner-
able or at least given the opportunity
to be drafted into the military to serve
this great Nation.

So I appreciate the support of the
House to name this post office—it will
be symbolic—on Vermilyea Avenue
after the name of this brave young per-
son, a son, a brother, a father, and—
most of all now—an American who
gave his life for this great Nation.

I thank the gentleman from Nevada
for giving me this opportunity.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, we have no other speakers,
and we are ready to close.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.
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Again, we support the passage of this
bill to honor the ultimate sacrifice
that Corporal Juan Alcantara made for
this country. He and so many other
servicemen and -women risk their lives
every day to protect the freedoms that
we hold so dear, and it is only right
that we recognize and respect their
great courage.

We thank Representative CHARLIE
RANGEL for bringing this important
legislation to us and ask the body’s full
support of H.R. 4443.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, it is always a privilege to
honor those who have sacrificed for us.

With that, I urge all Members to sup-
port the passage of H.R. 4443, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. COL-
LINS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 4443.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
———
CYNTHIA JENKINS POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 3957) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 218-10
Merrick Boulevard in Springfield Gar-
dens, New York, as the ‘“Cynthia Jen-
kins Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3957

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CYNTHIA JENKINS POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 218-
10 Merrick Boulevard in Springfield Gardens,
New York, shall be known and designated as
the ““Cynthia Jenkins Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Cynthia Jenkins Post
Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DANNY K.
DAVIS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and to include extra-
neous materials on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?
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There was no objection.
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Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3957, which was introduced by Rep-
resentative GREGORY MEEKS of New
York, to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at
218-10 Merrick Boulevard in Springfield
Gardens, New York, as the Cynthia
Jenkins Post Office Building.

Essie Cynthia Jenkins served the
communities of Jamaica, St. Albans,
Springfield Gardens, and Rosedale, New
York, for 12 years as a New York
assemblywoman. She made history by
being the first African American
woman elected to represent southeast
Queens. Ms. Jenkins served as chair-
woman of the Subcommittee on Af-
firmative Action and a delegate to both
the Governor’s and White House Con-
ferences on Libraries. She was also in-
strumental in the State’s decision to
make a 250-bed Veterans’ Home to St.
Albans in the 1980s.

Prior to her career in public service,
Ms. Jenkins was a librarian for 23
years, working in every southeast
Queens branch library. In 1966, she
earned a Master of Library Science de-
gree from Pratt Institute. It was
around this time when she met her
husband, Joseph Jenkins. The two had
a son, Joseph Jenkins, Jr., who credits
his mother’s strong spiritual beliefs
and active membership in the Spring-
field Gardens United Methodist Church
with his decision to become an or-
dained minister at the Bethel African
Methodist Episcopal Church in Bay
Shore, Long Island.

Ms. Jenkins, sadly, passed away on
October 31, 2001, at the age of 77; how-
ever, her passion for learning lives on.
Her undergraduate alma mater, the
University of Louisville, named a
scholarship in her honor, known as the
Essie Jenkins Torchbearer Endowment,
established in 1999. Since then, many
young people have had the opportunity
to go to college, thanks in part to the
dedication and trailblazing efforts of
this remarkable woman.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in passing H.R. 3957, and with
that, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. MEEKS), the author of this
legislation.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I am proud
to sponsor H.R. 3957. I urge its quick
and unanimous passage and ask all
Members to join me in honoring one of
southeast Queens’ best and a memo-
rable public servant, Cynthia Jenkins.

Let me, at this time, also thank my
colleagues from the New York delega-
tion who all signed onto this bill, be-
cause Cynthia was a history maker.
She was the first African American
woman in Queens County to be elected
to the New York State Assembly. She
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was elected because of the work that
she did prior.

For 22 years, she worked as a librar-
ian and made sure that every single li-
brary in southeastern Queens would re-
main open. She, in fact, worked in
every library in southeastern Queens.
She fought hard on behalf of libraries
and those who enjoyed their services,
even preventing many branches from
closing in a time of cutbacks. She
wanted to make sure the children had
a safe place to go to learn after school.
She also had various programs within
the public libraries.

As indicated, when servicemembers
returned from Vietnam, it was Cynthia
Jenkins who played an integral role in
opening the State Veterans’ Home in
St. Albans at the veterans’ facility.
That facility still exists and continues
to serve thousands of veterans to this
very day.

In addition, her advocacy on behalf of
civil rights was inspiring for many at a
time when civil inequality was ramp-
ant. She was instrumental in trying to
make sure that there was a district
where an African American could run
for Congress one day—the seat that I
hold today.

She also was the founder of Social
Concern, which took care of young peo-
ple, older people, and seniors who were
frail and had to stay in their homes
and helped make sure they got the food
and quality health care that they need-
ed.

Indeed, Cynthia Jenkins, a member
of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, a
member of the community, was a long,
hard fighter who did not know how to
take ‘“‘no’” for an answer when she was
trying to make sure that the commu-
nity received its due.

Today, I ask all of my colleagues to
honor this public servant who was dedi-
cated to her community, dedicated to
libraries, dedicated to literacy, dedi-
cated to the commitment of social and
racial equality, and that we unani-
mously pass this bill memorializing
the late Cynthia  Jenkins, our
assemblywoman.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, we have no other speakers and are
ready to close. I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I am pleased to join my colleagues in
the consideration of H.R. 3957, a bill to
designate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 218-10
Merrick Boulevard in Springfield Gar-
dens, New York, as the Cynthia Jen-
kins Post Office Building.

Cynthia Jenkins worked as a librar-
ian, community activist, and civil
rights advocate after moving to Queens
from Louisville, Kentucky. In 1969,
while working for the Queens public 1i-
brary system, Cynthia cofounded the
Black Librarians Caucus, to address ra-
cial inequalities in the public library
system, as well as an educational ac-
tion program, the Social Concerns
Committee of Springfield Gardens, Inc.
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In 1982, Cynthia became the first Af-
rican American woman elected to pub-
lic office in southern Queens, winning a
seat in the New York State Assembly.
For the next 12 years, she worked tire-
lessly on behalf of her constituents, fo-
cusing particularly on educational
issues.

Cynthia passed away on October 31,
2001, at the age of 77. She continues to
be remembered for her dedicated public
service and for always fighting for the
principles she believed in.

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill
to honor the life and public service of
State Assemblywoman Cynthia Jen-
kins.

I thank Representative MEEKS for in-
troducing this bill.

I urge its passage, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, it was stated in my remarks pre-
viously that Ms. Jenkins, sadly, passed
away October 31, 2001. I think from her
faith background and for her children,
it was a sad day, but it was also a
happy day, because every time we re-
member those such as we are remem-
bering today, there was a birth and
there was a death—and we are remem-
bering the death—but in between there
is a dash or a space. Those lives that
we memorialize today on the House
floor are in that dash or space. So, for
me, the dates mean a birth and a
death, but it is the nondate in the mid-
dle that makes what we are doing here
today so special in the lives of these in-
dividuals.

With that, I would urge all to support
H.R. 3957, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WOMACK). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 3957.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

GEORGE THOMAS ‘MICKEY’
LELAND POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 78) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 4110 Almeda Road in
Houston, Texas, as the ‘‘George Thom-
as ‘Mickey’ Leland Post Office Build-
ing.”

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 78

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. GEORGE THOMAS “MICKEY” LELAND
POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 4110
Almeda Road in Houston, Texas, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘George Thom-
as ‘Mickey’ Leland Post Office Building’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
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record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“George Thomas ‘Mick-
ey’ Leland Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DANNY K.
DAVIS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rials on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 78, which was introduced by
Representative SHEILA JACKSON LEE of
Texas. H.R. 78 would designate the post
office located at 4110 Almeda Road in
Houston, Texas, as the George Thomas
“Mickey” Leland Post Office Building.

Mickey Leland was an effective
spokesman for disadvantaged people
across the United States and the world.
During his six terms in Congress and 6
years as a Texas State legislator, he
strongly advocated for «civil rights,
hunger relief, and health care for the
poor. He helped establish the House Se-
lect Committee on Hunger, of which he
was chairman.

Under Mickey’s leadership, the Se-
lect Committee reemphasized the pri-
ority of hunger and the alleviation of
poverty within the foreign assistance
programs of the United States. He suc-
ceeded in expanding funding for pri-
mary health care in developing coun-
tries and fought against the injustice
of apartheid in South Africa.

Additionally, his legislative initia-
tives included establishing the Na-
tional Commission on Infant Mor-
tality, providing better access to fresh
food for at-risk women, children, and
infants, and instituting the first com-
prehensive services for the homeless.

Mickey was a powerful advocate on
other causes as well. While chairing
the House Select Committee on Hun-
ger, he was a member of the Committee
on Energy and Commerce and the Sub-
committees on Telecommunications
and Finance, Health and the Environ-
ment, and Energy and Power. He
chaired the Subcommittee on Postal
Operations and Services, and he served
on the Committee on Post Office and
Civil Service and the Subcommittee on
Compensation and Employment.

Tragically, Mickey was killed in a
plane crash, along with 15 others, fol-
lowing a humanitarian mission to
Ethiopia. He was survived by his wife,
Alison, and three children: Jarrett,
Austin, and Cameron.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in honoring the legacy and ex-
ample of Mickey Leland by passing
H.R. 78.

September 8, 2014

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, at this time, I yield such time
as she may consume to the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE),
the author of this legislation.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it
was really good to hear the initial de-
scription of Congressman Mickey Le-
land. He loved being called Mickey Le-
land. Although his full name is George
Thomas, Mickey was what he went by.
He was a person of the people.

Today, I stand here in support of H.R.
78, designating the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at
4110 Almeda Road in Houston, Texas, as
the George Thomas ‘‘Mickey’” Leland
Post Office Building.

I thank the ranking member and the
chair of the full committee of the
House Oversight and Government Re-
form Committee for their kindness and
their diligence in helping to bring this
to the floor of the House. It is appro-
priate to have it in this year, the 25th
commemoration of Mickey’s death,
along with 15 other brave individuals
who were flying to provide lifesaving
commodities for those who were starv-
ing and dying.

This bill will acknowledge this 25th
year that we have lost Mickey Leland.
It will acknowledge the charitableness
of his heart. It will acknowledge he was
a person who was willing to sacrifice
his own life. It will also acknowledge
that he was our fellow colleague in the
United States Congress.

I am glad that we are doing this, and
I again thank the committee because it
is important to note that, over the
years of this very historic, hallowed in-
stitution, Members have come and they
have served. That should be our con-
tinuing challenge: to serve America
and to serve the world.

Mickey was born in November 1944.
He was born to George Thomas and
Alice Raines in Lubbock, Texas. Soon,
Mom brought the family to Houston,
Texas—to our advantage and benefit.
He thrived in this city, where as a
youth he enjoyed a successful career as
a high school sports star at historic
Phillis Wheatley High School in Hous-
ton, Texas, which is still standing. In
fact, as I speak on the floor today,
there are advocates trying to preserve
the historic old Wheatley High School
where Mickey went to school.

Mickey entered Texas Southern Uni-
versity in 1965 and received a bachelor
of science degree in pharmacy in 1970.
In fact, we called Mickey ‘‘the phar-
macist,” as a nickname. It introduced
him to caring about people and health
care.

Mickey was so good, he served after
graduation as an instructor of clinical
pharmacy at TSU for 1 year. While
working there, he established a door-
to-door outreach campaign in low-in-
come neighborhoods to educate people
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about medical care options and to per-
form preliminary health screenings.

Can you imagine, Mickey Leland, a
graduate of the Texas Southern Uni-
versity pharmacy school, helping those
poor people who really had no access to
health care?

His first effort in public service was
to work with the City of Houston
health officials to set up community
health clinics. We could call him the
father of that endeavor. Then, of
course, he also was an activist trying
to improve the civil rights of African
Americans in the fifth ward commu-
nity, and also involved himself in the
Jensen Medical Referral Service.

In 1972, he was elected to the 88th ses-
sion of the Texas House of Representa-
tives. He was one of the first groups of
African Americans to be elected to
that body.
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Heretofore, prior to the 1965 Voting
Rights Act, there were no African
Americans of number in the Texas
State Legislature, including the Honor-
able Barbara Jordan, who was able to
be elected as well during that time
after the 19656 Voting Rights Act.

He was reelected for 2 years, two
terms, serving until 1978, and then, dur-
ing that tenure, he served on the sen-
ate-house conference committee as a
member of the house appropriations
committee, and then came to the
United States Congress.

He will be remembered in the United
States Congress as someone who helped
create and support health maintenance
organizations, HMOs. He did that
through the State of Texas.

He then came to Congress in January
of 1978, was elected in 1978 to the 18th
Congressional District, and he served
10 years here. He was chosen as a fresh-
man majority whip and an at-large ma-
jority whip, chaired the Congressional
Black Caucus, advocated for ethnic di-
versity through affirmative action and
broadcast, served as a member of the
Energy and Commerce Committee, and
he and Bill Emerson established the
Select Committee on Hunger.

Now, my colleagues, this is where his
heart showed even larger than it did in
his local community. He was an effec-
tive spokesperson for ending the suf-
fering of hunger in the United States,
and he joined with his good friend, Re-
publican William ‘‘Bill”’ Emerson, who
represented Missouri’s Eighth Congres-
sional District. His wife later rep-
resented him.

Through the power of bipartisanship,
Mickey Leland and Bill began a mis-
sion that still resonates today—that
food is a basic right and should never
be used as a weapon.

Today we still have the Mickey Le-
land hunger center, of which I serve on
the board, and many are still advo-
cating around the world, Mickey Le-
land Fellows who are around the world
and who are fighting against hunger.

Bill died in office and, as I indicated,
his wife took his place.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

But Mickey married, in 1983, his won-
derful wife, Alison. His beautiful sons,
Jarrett David and twins Austin Mickey
and Cameron George Leland, and his
mother, Alice Raines, of course, are
still living.

In 1983, in the midst of the civil war,
the nation of Ethiopia experienced the
worst famine in nearly 100 years, which
led to more than 400,000 deaths. Mickey
heard that cry, and so the Speaker of
the House asked him to go there to
Sudan in 1985.

The hunger was so overwhelming he
came back and passed the African
Famine and Relief and Recovery Act of
1985. He then continued to serve on the
Select Committee on Hunger, led by
himself and Bill Emerson, and provided
$8 million for a vitamin A program.

Mickey loved people. He loved solv-
ing their problems, and so it was
maybe fate that he would die on Au-
gust 7, 1989, on the side of an Ethiopian
mountain with other brave individuals,
such as Hugh Anderson Johnson, Jr.,
and Patrice Yvonne Johnson, two of
his aides; Joyce Francine Williams, an
aide to Ron Dellums; Robert Woods, a
political aide at the American Em-
bassy; Gladys Gilbert, a staff person
with USAID; and Thomas Warrick, the
USAID representative, and many oth-
ers who were on that flight with him.

I can only say that, in closing, it is
an honor to introduce this legislation,
and I would ask my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation, not in the honor
of a colleague so much as in honor of
an American who cared enough about
people to be willing to sacrifice his life.

I ask my colleagues to support this
legislation in the 25th year of the com-
memoration of the death of the Honor-
able Mickey Leland, George Thomas
Mickey Leland, the late
Congressperson of the 18th Congres-
sional District.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, at this point I have no other speak-
ers and am ready to close.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I had the good fortune
to know former Representative Mickey
Leland, and I am pleased to join my
colleagues in the consideration of H.R.
78, a bill to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at
4110 Alameda Road in Houston, Texas,
as the George Thomas ‘‘Mickey’” Le-
land Post Office Building.

Born in Lubbock, Texas in 1944,
Mickey Leland earned a degree in phar-
macy from Texas Southern University
in 1970. He quickly became a local civil
rights leader, organizing the Black Cit-
izen Action Team in protests against
police brutality while using his med-
ical background to found a door-to-
door outreach campaign to educate
low-income individuals about their
medical care options.

In 1972, Mickey continued his health
advocacy work in the Texas State
House of Representatives, passing leg-
islation to provide better access to af-
fordable medications and HMOs.
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In 1979, Mickey Leland was elected to
Congress as the Representative for
Texas’ 18th District. After serving as
the freshman majority whip, Rep-
resentative Leland later served twice
as at-large majority whip, chaired the
Congressional Black Caucus from 1985
to 1987, and was reelected five times.

As a Member of Congress, Represent-
ative Leland advocated for an increase
in hiring quotas for women and minori-
ties in the telecommunications indus-
try, and focused much of his attention
on alleviating hunger across the globe,
particularly in Africa.

During the 98th Congress, Represent-
ative Leland’s efforts led to the cre-
ation of the Temporary Select Com-
mittee on Hunger, which studied the
effects of domestic and international
hunger and poverty.

Tragically, Representative Leland’s
career was cut short on a trip to Africa
during the 1989 congressional recess.
While checking on the progress of es-
tablishing a refugee camp in Addis
Ababa, Representative Leland and
three of his congressional aides lost
their lives when their plane crashed
over a mountainous region of Ethiopia.

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill
to honor Mickey Leland’s life and ca-
reer as a tireless advocate for under-
served and minority populations, both
at home and abroad.

I urge passage of H.R. 78, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

I appreciate my colleagues and what
they have shared about a former col-
league. I think once served here we are
always colleagues, and I think the ex-
ample that he set is one that is well
worth remembering.

I appreciate the gentlelady from
Texas for bringing this and look for-
ward to supporting it, and would ask
that all Members support the passage
of H.R. 78.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today in support of H.R.
78, Designating the facility of the United
States Postal Service Located at 4110 Ala-
meda Road in Houston, Texas, as the
“George Thomas ‘Mickey’ Leland Post Office
Building.”

| had the pleasure of serving with Congress-
man Leland and even taking my first oath for
public office together, along with Congress-
man Leland’s successor, Congressman Craig
Washington. Congressman Leland, my friend
and mentor, made a lasting impact on Con-
gress that has helped bring focus to aid parts
of the world that suffered from extreme hunger
and poverty. Congressman Leland was a
transformative leader not only in our home
state of Texas, but throughout the world.

Congressman Leland was elected to Con-
gress in 1978 to represent the 18th Congres-
sional District of Texas, filling the seat vacated
by Congresswoman Barbara Jordan when she
retired. He was a progressive leader that twice
chaired the Congressional Black Caucus. Con-
gressman Leland helped to form the House
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Select Committee on World Hunger in 1984
which generated awareness within Congress
regarding national and international hunger
and prompted a bipartisan effort to find solu-
tions to end hunger in the U.S. and around the
world.

Congressman Leland made a lasting impact
that can be felt today through the Congres-
sional Hunger Center. Former Democratic
Congressman Tony Hall, a close friend of
Congressman Leland and former chair of the
House Select Committee on Hunger, joined
Republican Representative Bill Emerson to
form the bi-partisan Congressional Hunger
Center in 1993. Soon after its formation, the
Congressional Hunger Center established the
Mickey Leland International Hunger Fellows
Program to serve as a living legacy to Con-
gressman Leland and his world-changing work
to end hunger. The Mickey Leland Inter-
national Hunger Fellows Program trains
emerging leaders during a two-year period to
eradicate hunger worldwide.

Congressman Leland’s legacy continues to
thrive in Congress. | urge my colleagues to
support Congresswoman SHEILA JACKSON
LEE’s legislation to designate the U.S. Post Of-
fice in Houston, Texas as the Mickey Leland
Post Office building as a tribute to my dear
friend and former colleague.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H.R. 78, which designates
the facility of the United States Postal Service
located at 4110 Almeda Road in Houston
Texas as the “George Thomas ‘Mickey’ Le-
land Post Office Building.”

| thank the Chair and Ranking Member of
the House Oversight and Government Reform
for taking up consideration of H.R. 78, which
| introduced to honor our beloved former col-
league George Thomas ‘Mickey’ Leland, by
having a post office in the 18th Congressional
District designated in his name.

My thanks to Congressman DOUG COLLINS
and Congressman DANNY DAvis for manage-
ment of the floor debate on this bill.

In 1983, Mickey Leland married Alison Clark
Walton, and fathered three wonderful children,
Jarrett David; and twins, Austin Mickey and
Cameron George Leland, who were born on
January 14, 1990, following his tragic death.

On November 27, 1944, George Thomas
Leland, Il was born to George Thomas Le-
land, Il and Alice Raines, in Lubbock, Texas.

Mickey Leland’s mother moved the family,
which included his brother William Gaston Le-
land, to Houston where she worked in a drug-
store and later became a teacher.

Mickey Leland thrived in the city of Houston
where as a youth he enjoyed a successful ca-
reer as a high school sports star at the Phyllis
Wheatley High School in Houston.

In 1965, Mickey graduated in the top 10% of
his class from Wheatley High School and en-
rolled in Texas Southern University (TSU),
where he received a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Pharmacy in 1970.

Mickey Leland had heart, passion and
brains and he used all three to the benefit of
the poor and working poor living in the city of
Houston.

Following his graduation from TSU he was
hired as an Instructor of Clinical Pharmacy at
TSU from 1970-1971. This was not enough
for Mickey who saw so much work that need-
ed to be done for those in need.

While working as a TSU instructor he estab-
lished a “door-to-door” outreach campaign in
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low-income neighborhoods to educate people
about their medical care options and to per-
form preliminary health screenings.

Benjamin Mayes once said, “The tragedy of
life is often not in our failure, but rather in our
complacency; not in our doing too much, but
rather in our doing too little; not in our living
above our ability, but rather in our living below
our capacities.”

Mickey Leland was not complacent—one of
his first efforts in public service was to work
with city of Houston health officials to set up
community health clinics.

Mickey Leland, as an active member of the
Black Community Action Team, (“Black Cats”)
worked towards other reform measures, which
led to the establishment of the health system
for Casa del Amigos.

In Fifth Ward, Houston, Mickey Leland
helped initiate a free community health clinic
called the Jensen Medical Referral Service.
Long before the passage of the Affordable
Care Act, he was creating an opportunity for
universal health care for poorest of the poor
living in the 18th Congressional District.

In 1972, he made the full transition to public
servant when he ran for and won election to
the Texas House of Representatives to rep-
resent the 88th District of Houston Texas. He
was reelected to successive two-year terms,
serving in the Texas House until 1978.

Mickey Leland was the first African-Amer-
ican legislator in the Texas State legislature to
serve on the Senate-House conference Com-
mittee as a member of the House Appropria-
tions Committee.

During his time as a member of the Texas
House of Representatives Mickey Leland is re-
membered for promoting legislation that pro-
vided Texas residents access to generic pre-
scription medication; and for his support of
employment opportunities for minorities.

He also supported the creation of universal
access to health care for Texas residents
through establishment of Health Maintenance
Organizations (HMO’s).

In 1978, Mickey Leland expanded his public
service to include the entire 18th Congres-
sional District when he was elected to Con-
gress, succeeding the legendary Congress-
woman Barbara Jordan.

Congressman Leland served in the United
States House of Representatives for nearly 10
years.

He was chosen Freshman Majority Whip in
his first term, and later served twice as At-
Large Majority Whip.

Martin Luther King, said, “Human progress
is neither automatic nor inevitable . . . Every
step toward the goal of justice requires sac-
rifice, suffering, and struggle; the tireless exer-
tions and passionate concern of dedicated in-
dividuals.”

During his time in Congress Mickey Leland
engaged in tireless and passionate concern
for others. As a member of Congress, he
Chaired the Congressional Black Caucus; Ad-
vocated for ethnic diversity through affirmative
action in broadcast employment both on and
off camera to promote responsible and real-
istic television and cable programming; served
as a member of the Energy and Commerce
Committee; chaired the Subcommittee on
Postal Operations and Services; served on the
Committee on Post Office and Civil Service
and the Subcommittee on Compensation and
Employment; established the Select Com-
mittee on Hunger.
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Mickey Leland was an effective spokesman
for those suffering from hunger in the United
States and he joined with Republican Con-
gressman William “Bill” Emerson, who rep-
resented Missouri’s 8th Congressional District,
to create the House Select Committee on
Hunger.

Through the power of bipartisanship Mickey
Leland and Bill Emerson began a mission that
still resonates today—that food is a basic
human right—and should never be used as a
weapon.

The Select Committee on Hunger led by
Mickey Leland and Bill Emerson is credited
gaining Congressional approval of an $8 mil-
lion annually appropriation for a developing
the nation’s Vitamin A program that is believed
to have reduced child mortality.

The anti-hunger committee also worked to
improve hunger conditions for impoverished
neighborhoods in the United States.

Bill Emerson died while in office and was
succeed by his wife Jo Ann, who served the
people of Missouri’s 8th District for many
years.

In 1983, in the midst of civil war, the nation
of Ethiopia experienced the worse famine in
nearly 100 years, which led to more than
400,000 deaths. A significant drought contrib-
uted to the famine, but it had more to do with
the war that impeded aid and the violence that
was visited upon people who were displaced
as they searched for food.

He led the effort for the Africa Famine Relief
and Recovery Act of 1985. The legislation pro-
vided $800 million in food and humanitarian
relief supplies.

He was asked by then Speaker Tip O’Neill
to lead a bipartisan Congressional delegation
to assess conditions and relief requirements in
Ethiopia.

Mickey Leland’s trip to the Sudan in the
spring of 1989, made a tremendous impres-
sion on him, which made his mission against
hunger a personal commitment to help the Su-
danese refugees in Ethiopia.

Throughout his time in the House of Rep-
resentatives his commitment to end hunger
and homelessness became his mission and
now it is his legacy.

Nelson Mandela observed that, “If you talk
to a man in a language he understands, that
goes to his head. If you talk to him in his lan-
guage, that goes to his heart.”

Mickey Leland knew how to speak to the
hearts of people to move them to action with
the goal of relieving suffering where he found
it.

The international attention Congressman Le-
land brought to the plight of famine victims in
Ethiopia by his personal commitment to bring
non-governmental assistance to support gov-
ernment efforts saved thousands of lives.

Mickey Leland met personally with Pope
John Paul Il about food aid in Africa.

Pope John Paul Il once said, “Have no fear
of moving into the unknown. Simply step out
fearlessly knowing that | am with you, there-
fore no harm can befall you; all is very, very
well. Do this in complete faith and con-
fidence.”

While Chairing the Congressional Black
Caucus he proudly presented the first awards
the Caucus had ever given to non-black recipi-
ents: Rock musician Bob Geldorf and news
person Ted Koppel.

Bob Geldorf was honored for his Band Aid
concert and fundraising efforts for Africa Fam-
ine victims; and Ted Koppel was honored for
his news stories on the African famine.
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On Leland’s sixth visit to Africa on August 7,
1989, his plane crashed near Gambela, Ethi-
opia on a mountainside on his way to visit the
Fugnido refugee camp on the Sudan-Ethiopian
border. The camp held more than 300,000
Sundanese escaping famine and war in their
adjacent country.

The plane, carrying sixteen people, was
found after a six day search in southwestern
Ethiopia.

Congressman Leland was joined on that
fateful flight by: Hugh Anderson Johnson Jr,;
Patrice Yvonne Johnson, both his Congres-
sional aides; Joyce Francine Williams, an aide
to fellow Congressman Ronald V. Dellums,
who served as an expert on child nutrition; Y.
lvan Tillen, a New York businessman and
friend of Congressman Leland’s; Robert
Woods, a political and economic officer at the
American Embassy in Addis Ababa; Gladys
Gilbert, a special projects officer for the mis-
sion of the U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment attached to the embassy; Thomas
Worrick, the acting AID representative in Ethi-
opia, and Worrick’s wife, Roberta.

Also seven Ethiopians were killed including
Debebe Agonofer, an Ethiopian agricultural
economist with the AID mission, and six other
Ethiopians, including the plane’s crew of three.

Mickey Leland’s dedication and service
were honored at services throughout the State
of Texas and in Washington, DC. The U.S.
Congress named the Mickey Leland Harris
County Courthouse Annex located in the city
of Houston in his name. TSU honored Mickey
Leland and Barbara Jordon by dedicating the
School of Public Affairs as the “Barbara Jor-
dan and Mickey Leland School of Public Af-
fairs.”

Mickey Leland was laid to rest in accord-
ance to his wishes in a plain pine coffin, under
an oak tree in Houston’s Golden Gate Ceme-
tery located in his former neighborhood.

Mickey Leland we stand on this floor among
the shadows of yesterday and the dreams of
tomorrow to honor you for what you have
done in far too short a lifetime

There is much more to the life of Mickey Le-
land that | want to share with my colleagues
who will be voting on this bill to name a Post
Office in his name. His life’s work to end fam-
ine, hunger, and provide access to health care
to the poor are tremendous in and of them-
selves, but he contributed much more to the
lives of people he touched.

Mickey Leland was a person who loved
people and found great joy in gatherings
where he could meet new people or share
moments with family and friends. He had a
great sense of humor and would soon have
others laughing at one of his stories or an ac-
count of a personal experience.

He accomplished a great deal and still had
time to encourage young people to pursue ca-
reers in public service. In 1980, Mickey Leland
and his close friends J. Kent Friedman and
Vic Samuels founded the Mickey Leland Kib-
butzim Internship. Mickey Leland was so
deeply moved by his visit to Israel in 1979 that
he wanted other young people to share that
experience. His admiration for the Kibbutzim
Movement, and his own childhood experi-
ences of growing up in poverty inspired him to
create a program to fund urban youths’ travel
to the Holy Land.

The Mickey Leland Kibbutzim Internship has
benefited outstanding high school students
from the fifth Congressional District who dem-
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onstrated leadership skills allowing them to
have travel to Israel.

To honor his legacy and commitment to
youth, the Leland Fellowship Program at the
University of Houston was initiated and
launched.

The Leland Fellowship Program supports
historically, economically disadvantaged stu-
dents who may want to pursue employment
opportunities as congressional staff members.

Leland Fellows are provided with a monthly
stipend and round-trip airfare, as well as paid
housing. Upon successful completion of the
program, interns earn 3—12 upper level hours
in political science.

Mickey Leland as Chair of the House Post
Office and Civil Service Subcommittee on
Postal Operations and Services championed
the United States Postal Service—which re-
mains one of the world’s most efficient low
cost national postal systems.

In 1987, when the Postal service considered
closing a 52-year-old post office in Philadel-
phia he raised questions about the buildings
future after the announcement to abolish 87
jobs.

Mickey Leland championed the cause of our
men and women of the Postal Service by ac-
knowledging that they were then and remain
the most productive and efficient in the entire
world. He chaired the committee at a time
when the Postal Service was undergoing
change and renovations that spoke to its age
and the demand for its services by the Amer-
ican public.

It is the one agency that touches every
home and business in the United States 6
days a week. The Post Office for roughly a
hundred million Americans is the face of the
Federal government.

Mickey Leland reminded us that life is made
by those who take the hard road and tough
challenges. Your mission to change how
America viewed famine and hunger was mon-
umental because it saved the lives of millions
through domestic and international food pro-
grams that you created or inspired.

First Corinthians Chapter 12 verse 11
through 13 reads “When | was a child, | spoke
as a child, | understood as a child, | thought
as a child; but when | became a man, | put
away childish things. For now we see through
a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now |
know in part; but then shall | know even as
also | am known. And now abideth faith, hope,
charity, these three; but the greatest of these
is charity.”

George Thomas “Mickey” Leland once was
a child, but he grew into a man and knew in
part the wages of hunger and famine and it
was enough to set his course in life to relieve
the suffering of people no matter where they
were or who they were. He demonstrated
charity in the truest sense of the word.

| was proud to call you a friend and men-
tor—and | am honored to stand before our col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives to affirm your impact on the city
of Houston, this nation and the world.

| thank my colleagues who join me in hon-
oring former Congressman Mickey Leland by
naming the Post Office located at 4110
Almeda Road in Houston, Texas, as the
“George Thomas ‘Mickey’ Leland Post Office
Building.”

This post office will be a living memorial to
a dedicated public servant. It has been over
25 years since we lost the Honorable George
Thomas “Mickey” Leland.
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| ask that my colleagues in the House of
Representatives honor the life and legacy of
Honorable George Thomas “Mickey” Leland
by passing H.R. 78.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. COL-
LINS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 78.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

CORPORAL CHRISTIAN A. GUZMAN
RIVERA POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 5030) to designate
the facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 13500 SW 250 Street
in Princeton, Florida, as the ‘‘Corporal
Christian A. Guzman Rivera Post Of-
fice Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5030

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CORPORAL CHRISTIAN A. GUZMAN
RIVERA POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 13500
SW 250 Street in Princeton, Florida, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Corporal
Christian A. Guzman Rivera Post Office
Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any references in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Corporal Christian A.
Guzman Rivera Post Office Building’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CoOLLINS) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DANNY K.
DAVIS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on the bill which is now under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as she may con-
sume to the gentlewoman from Florida
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), and it is with
great joy that I look forward to her re-
marks and her speaking on this impor-
tant measure.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to thank Mr. COLLINS and
especially Mr. ISsA, the chairman of
the Oversight and Government Reform
Committee, as well as our ranking
member, for approving this bill and for
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bringing it one step closer to its full
consideration by the House today.

This legislation would name a post
office in my congressional district in
Princeton, Florida, an area in the
southern part of Miami-Dade County,
after a local hero, Marine Corporal
Christian A. Guzman Rivera, who was
killed by an IED, an improvised explo-
sive device, while serving our country
in Afghanistan.

Christian was 21 years old, and was
killed in the western province of Af-
ghanistan in a place called Farah by
the enemies of freedom and democracy.

Christian was born on the tropical is-
land of Puerto Rico on December 3,
1987. Two years later he moved with his
family to south Florida, where he at-
tended our public schools and joined
the Junior ROTC at Homestead Senior
High School.

Previously a shy boy, Christian be-
came a more confident young man
through his leadership experience in
JROTC.

Upon graduation from Homestead
High in 2006, he enrolled in Miami-Dade
County’s Fire Rescue Academy and
graduated from the firefighter pro-
gram. Christian also became a certified
emergency medical technician, an
EMT.

But Christian, who was always dedi-
cated to public service, also wanted to
serve our country in our Armed Forces.
His peers say that for Christian, be-
coming a Marine was not a spur of the
moment decision, it was his destiny.
He knew it all along.

As the proud wife of a Vietnam com-
bat veteran who volunteered for service
and was severely injured in battle, and
as the stepmother of two Marine avi-
ators, I am familiar with this military
calling.

During a time when the United
States was involved in wars in both
Iraq and Afghanistan, Christian volun-
teered for Active Duty service. He en-
listed in the U.S. Marine Corps.

In May 2009, Christian was deployed
to Afghanistan as a combat engineer
attached to the 2nd Battalion, 3rd Ma-
rine Regiment.

In Afghanistan, Christian excelled.
He understood his duties and his re-
sponsibilities and carried them out to
the best of his abilities. He was known
to be one of the most dependable com-
bat engineer Marines in the battalion.

When his squad leader was wounded
and hospitalized for a month, Christian
stepped up and assumed his leadership
role. Other Marines sometimes re-
quested him specifically by name to ac-
company them on dangerous patrols.

First Lieutenant Enming Lou, a
former Marine Corps officer, said this
about Christian A. Guzman Rivera:
““Senior explosive technicians thought
of Christian as among the best combat
engineers in the battalion.”

On August 6, 2009, Christian was
killed while serving during Operation
Enduring Freedom in Farah Province,
Afghanistan. Christian made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in the name of liberty
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and democracy, the cornerstones of
America’s ideals.

His military awards include the Navy
and Marine Corps Commendation
Medal, the Purple Heart Medal, and the
Combat Action Ribbon.

Five years have passed, and Christian
was and still is deeply missed by close
friends in south Florida, by fellow Ma-
rines who had the privilege of serving
with him, and a close-knit family who
could never replace the void left in
their lives.

He is survived, loved, and remem-
bered by his mother, Velma, a wonder-
ful lady; by his wonderful stepdad,
Felix; his brother, Jonathan; his uncle,
Chris, and aunts Rebecca and Vilma;
his grandmother, Carmen; and cousins
and friends who have endured great
pain remembering Christian’s sacrifice
in the name of country and honor.

Mr. Speaker, Christian’s brave serv-
ice exceeded all measures of selfless-
ness and devotion to our country, and I
encourage my colleagues to honor Cor-
poral Christian Guzman’s memory and
support this bill.

I am proud to name the Corporal
Christian A. Guzman Rivera Post Of-
fice Building after our local hero who
courageously sacrificed his life in the
line of duty so that we could enjoy the
freedom that makes our wonderful
country so special.

Christian is deserving of our contin-
uous praise and gratitude, and I am
humbled in presenting this bill to my
colleagues, and I pray that our good
Lord will continue to give strength to
Christian’s family.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t think there is
any greater service that one can give
than to give the gift of their life fight-
ing for their country. Therefore, I am
pleased to join my colleagues in the
consideration of H.R. 5030, a bill to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 13500 South-
west 250 Street in Princeton, Florida,
as the Corporal Christian A. Guzman
Rivera Post Office Building.

A native of Homestead, Florida,
Christian Guzman Rivera graduated
from Homestead Senior High’s ROTC
program in 2006.

[ 1530

With dreams of becoming a Marine
firefighter, Christian graduated from
the Miami-Dade Fire Academy, and in
2007, was assigned as a battalion engi-
neer in Okinawa, Japan.

Tragically, on August 6, 2009, after
having just received a promotion to
corporal, Christian Guzman Rivera was
killed while supporting combat oper-
ations in Afghanistan. Although he
never got the chance to fight fires as
he had hoped, Corporal Rivera was
named an honorary member of the
Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Department,
and he still remains a role model to his
younger siblings.

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill,
H.R. 5030, to recognize Corporal Chris-
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tian Guzman Rivera’s honor, courage,
and sacrifice.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, as has been stated by my friend,
Reverend DAVIS, and also by my dear
friend from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN), at this point, you do not
have to live many decades to live a full
and vibrant life.

This young man proved that you can
live a full life if you live each of your
days to their fullest. To his credit, we
will be proving this, that spirit of liv-
ing a life that is full and in service to
others.

With that, I would ask all of my col-
leagues to support H.R. 5030, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. COL-
LINS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 5030.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

AMERICAN SUPER COMPUTING
LEADERSHIP ACT

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2495) to amend the Depart-
ment of Energy High-End Computing
Revitalization Act of 2004 to improve
the high-end computing research and
development program of the Depart-
ment of Energy, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2495

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American
Super Computing Leadership Act’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

Section 2 of the Department of Energy
High-End Computing Revitalization Act of
2004 (15 U.S.C. 5541) is amended by striking
paragraphs (1) through (5) and inserting the
following:

‘(1) CO-DESIGN.—The term ‘co-design’
means the joint development of application
algorithms, models, and codes with computer
technology architectures and operating sys-
tems to maximize effective use of high-end
computing systems.

‘‘(2) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘Department’
means the Department of Energy.

‘(3) EXASCALE.—The term ‘exascale’ means
computing system performance at or near 10
to the 18th power floating point operations
per second.

‘(4) HIGH-END COMPUTING SYSTEM.—The
term ‘high-end computing system’ means a
computing system with performance that
substantially exceeds that of systems that
are commonly available for advanced sci-
entific and engineering applications.

() INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—
The term ‘institution of higher education’
has the meaning given the term in section
101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1001(a)).
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‘“(6) LEADERSHIP SYSTEM.—The term ‘lead-
ership system’ means a high-end computing
system that is among the most advanced in
the world in terms of performance in solving
scientific and engineering problems.

¢“(7) NATIONAL LABORATORY.—The term ‘Na-
tional Laboratory’ means any one of the sev-
enteen laboratories owned by the Depart-
ment.

‘“(8) SECRETARY.—The term
means the Secretary of Energy.

‘(9) SOFTWARE TECHNOLOGY.—The term
‘software technology’ includes optimal algo-
rithms, programming environments, tools,
languages, and operating systems for high-
end computing systems.”’.

SEC. 3. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY HIGH-END
COMPUTING RESEARCH AND DEVEL-
OPMENT PROGRAM.

Section 3 of the Department of Energy
High-End Computing Revitalization Act of
2004 (15 U.S.C. 5542) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘pro-
gram’ and inserting ‘‘coordinated program
across the Department’’;

(B) by striking ‘“‘and’ at the end of para-
graph (1);

(C) by striking the period at the end of
paragraph (2) and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(3) partner with universities, National
Laboratories, and industry to ensure the
broadest possible application of the tech-
nology developed in this program to other
challenges in science, engineering, medicine,
and industry.”’;

(2) in subsection (b)(2), by striking ‘‘vec-
tor” and all that follows through ‘‘architec-
tures” and inserting ‘‘computer technologies
that show promise of substantial reductions
in power requirements and substantial gains
in parallelism of multicore processors, con-
currency, memory and storage, bandwidth,
and reliability’’; and

(3) by striking subsection (d) and inserting
the following:

‘(d) EXASCALE COMPUTING PROGRAM.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
duct a coordinated research program to de-
velop exascale computing systems to ad-
vance the missions of the Department.

‘“(2) EXECUTION.—The Secretary shall,
through competitive merit review, establish
two or more National Laboratory-industry-
university partnerships to conduct inte-
grated research, development, and engineer-
ing of multiple exascale architectures, and—

““(A) conduct mission-related co-design ac-
tivities in developing such exascale plat-
forms;

‘‘(B) develop those advancements in hard-
ware and software technology required to
fully realize the potential of an exascale pro-
duction system in addressing Department
target applications and solving scientific
problems involving predictive modeling and
simulation and large-scale data analytics
and management; and

““(C) explore the use of exascale computing
technologies to advance a broad range of
science and engineering.

‘(3) ADMINISTRATION.—In carrying out this
program, the Secretary shall—

““(A) provide, on a competitive, merit-re-
viewed basis, access for researchers in United
States industry, institutions of higher edu-
cation, National Laboratories, and other
Federal agencies to these exascale systems,
as appropriate; and

‘(B) conduct outreach programs to in-
crease the readiness for the use of such plat-
forms by domestic industries, including
manufacturers.

‘“(4) REPORTS.—

“(A) INTEGRATED STRATEGY AND PROGRAM
MANAGEMENT PLAN.—The Secretary shall

‘Secretary’
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submit to Congress, not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of the American
Super Computing Leadership Act, a report
outlining an integrated strategy and pro-
gram management plan, including target
dates for prototypical and production
exascale platforms, interim milestones to
reaching these targets, functional require-
ments, roles and responsibilities of National
Laboratories and industry, acquisition strat-
egy, and estimated resources required, to
achieve this exascale system capability. The
report shall include the Secretary’s plan for
Departmental organization to manage and
execute the Exascale Computing Program,
including definition of the roles and respon-
sibilities within the Department to ensure
an integrated program across the Depart-
ment. The report shall also include a plan for
ensuring balance and prioritizing across
ASCR subprograms in a flat or slow-growth
budget environment.

‘(B) STATUS REPORTS.—At the time of the
budget submission of the Department for
each fiscal year, the Secretary shall submit
a report to Congress that describes the sta-
tus of milestones and costs in achieving the
objectives of the exascale computing pro-
gram.

¢“(C) EXASCALE MERIT REPORT.—A?t least 18
months prior to the initiation of construc-
tion or installation of any exascale-class
computing facility, the Secretary shall
transmit a plan to the Congress detailing—

‘(i) the proposed facility’s cost projections
and capabilities to significantly accelerate
the development of new energy technologies;

‘“(ii) technical risks and challenges that
must be overcome to achieve successful com-
pletion and operation of the facility; and

‘(iii) an independent assessment of the sci-
entific and technological advances expected
from such a facility relative to those ex-
pected from a comparable investment in ex-
panded research and applications at
terascale-class and petascale-class com-
puting facilities, including an evaluation of
where investments should be made in the
system software and algorithms to enable
these advances.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. SMITH) and the gentle-
woman from Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 2495, the bill now under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 2495, the American Super Com-
puting Leadership Act, requires the De-
partment of Energy to develop a plan
to bring the United States into the
next generation of supercomputing,
also known as exascale computing.

The Advanced Scientific Computing
Research program at the Department
of Energy is the primary Federal re-
search and development program for
these computing technology break-
throughs.
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High-performance computing has en-
abled researchers to push beyond our
previously understood scientific bound-
aries. This capability has solved major
engineering challenges, ranging from
the in-depth modeling of our nuclear
weapons stockpile to increasing the
fuel efficiency of cars. High-perform-
ance computing keeps the TUnited
States globally competitive.

The country with the strongest com-
puting capability will host the world’s
next scientific breakthroughs. Unfortu-
nately, China currently hosts the
world’s fastest computer, not the
United States. This bill is a step in the
right direction to reverse this trend
and to help keep America on the fore-
front of supercomputing.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. HULTGREN), the gen-
tleman from Alabama (Mr. BROOKS),
the gentleman from California (Mr.
SWALWELL), the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. LIPINSKI), the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. LOFGREN), and the
gentlewoman from Oregon (Ms.
BoNAMICI) for their initiative on this
issue, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in strong support of H.R. 2495,
the American Super Computing Lead-
ership Act.

This bipartisan bill would authorize
an exascale computing program to pro-
mote the development of the next gen-
eration of the fastest computers in the
world right here in the United States.
The bill would also help ensure that we
develop the software and algorithms
that help us to make the best use of
these computers.

Exascale is often used interchange-
ably with ‘‘extreme scale’” to refer to
the next generation of supercomputers
in general. It also refers to the com-
puting systems that would be able to
carry out a million +trillion oper-
ations—that is a million trillion oper-
ations per second.

That is a 1 with 18 zeros after it.
Now, that is about 500 times faster
than the world’s fastest computers
today. Developing these capabilities is
vital to maintaining our leadership in
a wide range of research areas.

This legislation would authorize the
Secretary of Energy to support re-
search to significantly increase the
computing power available to sci-
entists from the Department of En-
ergy, industry, universities, and other
Federal agencies.

I would also like to note that there is
no new money being authorized here.
We are simply ensuring that we are
making the best use of our resources
when it comes to the money that we
are already investing.

The capabilities made possible by
these investments would enable our
best and our brightest scientists to
gain new insights into societal con-
cerns, ranging from Alzheimer’s dis-
ease to climate change.
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Other examples of both industrial
and academic research that would ben-
efit from advancing high-end com-
puting capabilities include high-tem-
perature superconductivity to signifi-
cantly reduce energy losses in the
transmission of electricity, aero-
dynamic modeling for aircraft and ve-
hicle design, pharmaceutical develop-
ment, and fusion plasma modeling.

Finally, this legislation would also
require that the Department of Energy
submit a management plan, as well as
regular reports to Congress that detail
how the Department of Energy expects
to implement this program, as well as
its progress to date.

With this bipartisan legislation, we
will be establishing a transparent pro-
gram that will allow the United States
to remain a leader in high-end com-
puting. I expect that we may well reap
benefits from this effort, even beyond
what I have spoken about today and
beyond the advances that any of us can
now imagine.

I would like to take a moment to
compliment the sponsors of this legis-
lation, Mr. HULTGREN from Illinois and
Mr. SWALWELL from California, for
their efforts to craft this bipartisan
bill we have before us today. I also
thank Ms. LOFGREN from California
and, of course, Science Committee
Chairman SMITH for his support.

I strongly urge all of my colleagues
to support the passage of this impor-
tant legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. HULTGREN), who is a mem-
ber of the Science Committee and also
a member of the Science Committee’s
Energy Subcommittee.

Mr. HULTGREN. I would like to
thank the distinguished chair of the
Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology, the gentleman from
Texas, for helping this legislation come
to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2495, the American
Super Computing Leadership Act, is an
important update to a current statute
which will ensure that America stays
at the forefront of supercomputing
technology for the benefits it brings to
our national security, the economy,
and, more broadly, our research capa-
bilities as a Nation.

While America and American compa-
nies are still leading the way for much
of this current technology, it is impor-
tant to point out that the National
University of Defense Technology, in
China, is now housing the world’s fast-
est supercomputer.

One of the Department of Energy’s
primary responsibilities within the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administra-
tion is the maintenance of our current
nuclear stockpile. This stockpile stew-
ardship responsibility is carried out
with increasingly complex situations,
especially as our stockpile has aged.

The need for improved parallelism,
capabilities, and decreased energy re-
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quirements are spelled out in this leg-
islation to ensure the Department car-
ries out a targeted basic research pro-
gram to overcoming the most pressing
needs.

This legislation also points out and
defines exascale as the next checkpoint
to be accomplished. Exascale com-
puters would exceed existing com-
puting power by nearly 10,000 percent.

I would like to point out, however,
that exascale cannot be seen as the end
point. It is just a step toward the larg-
er goal of American leadership in this
field. This legislation will ensure that
the broader scientific community has
access to these facilities on a competi-
tive merit review process.

The scientific drivers and the na-
tional security responsibilities should
be the primary focus of this research,
but we must also make sure that the
crosscutting benefits of this research
are not left at the wayside.

This legislation would create part-
nerships with universities, industry,
and the national labs to conduct the
research, ensuring that the Nation as a
whole benefits from this research more
quickly and efficiently.

In having the pleasure to represent
the great State of Illinois, I have been
able to witness how an ecosystem of in-
novation can best be fostered, and part
of this is by making sure that our fa-
cilities are open to the public when it
makes sense and does not interfere
with the core missions of our Federal
agencies and the labs.

I have been able to see how Fermilab,
in my district, and Argonne National
Lab, which is just down the road, carry
out groundbreaking scientific research,
but they also have unintended cross-
over benefits, such as proton beam can-
cer therapy, which uses accelerators
developed in our labs.

User facilities, such as the Advanced
Photon Source at Argonne, have given
a tremendous research capability to
pharmaceutical companies, where com-
panies doing research that used to take
weeks can often spend more time with
samples in the mail than on the lab
bench.

The computing capabilities this leg-
islation will help bring about will have
tremendous application in the health
care and drug development fields, and
the modeling simulations this will
make available will allow manufactur-
ers to build better prototypes that
have been tested thousands of times
virtually before they come off the line.
This is why I ask all of my colleagues
to join me in voting ‘‘yes’ on this im-
portant legislation.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. FLEISCHMANN), who is a
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee and a member of that commit-
tee’s Energy Subcommittee. He is also
a former member of the Science Com-
mittee, so we appreciate his participa-
tion today.
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Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise in strong support of the American
Super Computing Leadership Act, H.R.
2495, 1 want to commend Mr.
HULTGREN, Ms. BONAMICI, and our
chairman for their support of this
great legislation.

As part of my representation of the
great people of the Third District of
Tennessee, Oak Ridge is right in the
heart of my district. This is the city
that won the cold war. This is the city
which was the birthplace of the Man-
hattan Project.

These are wonderful people, and in
that city sits the Oak Ridge National
Laboratory, I believe one of the pre-
mier national labs in a great national
lab system. Oak Ridge National Lab-
oratory has been in the forefront of the
leadership on high-speed computing.

I also want to commend our lab di-
rector, Dr. Thom Mason, for leading
the way in supercomputing. His great
successes in upgrading our computing
facilities and in working with the other
Department of Energy labs has been
critical for the greater good of our Na-
tion.

O 1545

As my colleagues have already ar-
ticulated, exascale is the next level.
Right now, we are at a level called
petaflop. Exascale is the next level.

Ladies and gentlemen, a short time
ago, the United States was number
one. During my tenure in Congress, a
couple of years ago, it was number one
in the world in supercomputing. I want
to maintain that we move forward and
become number one again. We cannot
let the Chinese or any other nation
beat us in this fight. It is critically im-
portant.

Why is exascale and supercomputing
very important? I have actually seen
these roomfuls of computers. It is criti-
cally important to our economic secu-
rity as a Nation.

All Members of this great House
want America to be great again, and
supercomputing is going to lead the
way. This is an economic security
issue, as every area of our economy is
dependent on this. Banking, manufac-
turing, health care, commerce, and
communication are all critically de-
pendent on supercomputing.

I urge my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle for their strong support of
H.R. 2495, the American Super Com-
puting Leadership Act.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. SMITH)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 2495, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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TSUNAMI WARNING, EDUCATION,
AND RESEARCH ACT OF 2014

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 5309) to authorize and
strengthen the tsunami detection, fore-
cast, warning, research, and mitigation
program of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5309

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Tsunami
Warning, Education, and Research Act of
2014”°.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES TO THE TSUNAMI WARNING
AND EDUCATION ACT.

Except as otherwise expressly provided,
whenever in this Act an amendment or re-
peal is expressed in terms of an amendment
to, or repeal of, a section or other provision,
the reference shall be considered to be made
to a section or other provision of the Tsu-
nami Warning and Education Act (33 U.S.C.
3201 et seq.).

SEC. 3. EXPANSION OF PURPOSES OF TSUNAMI
WARNING AND EDUCATION ACT.

Section 3 (33 U.S.C. 3202) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting
search,” after ‘“‘warnings,’’;

(2) by amending paragraph (2) to read as
follows:

‘(2) to enhance and modernize the existing
United States Tsunami Warning System to
increase the accuracy of forecasts and warn-
ings, to maintain full coverage of tsunami
detection assets, and to reduce false
alarms;”’;

(3) by amending paragraph (3) to read as
follows:

‘“(3) to improve and develop standards and
guidelines for mapping, modeling, and as-
sessment efforts to improve tsunami detec-
tion, forecasting, warnings, notification,
mitigation, resiliency, response, outreach,
and recovery;’’;

(4) by redesignating paragraphs (4), (5), and

“‘re-

(6) as paragraphs (5), (6), and (8), respec-
tively;

(5) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(4) to improve research efforts related to
improving tsunami detection, forecasting,
warnings, notification, mitigation, resil-
iency, response, outreach, and recovery;’’;

(6) in paragraph (5), as so redesignated—

(A) by striking ‘‘and increase’ and insert-
ing ¢, increase, and develop uniform stand-
ards and guidelines for”’; and

(B) by inserting ‘‘, including the warning
signs of locally generated tsunami’ after
‘“approaching’’;

(7) in paragraph (6), as so redesignated, by
striking *‘, including the Indian Ocean; and”’
and inserting a semicolon; and

(8) by inserting after paragraph (6), as so
redesignated, the following:

“(7) to foster resilient communities in the
face of tsunami and other coastal hazards;
and”’.

SEC. 4. MODIFICATION OF TSUNAMI FORE-
CASTING AND WARNING PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) of section
4 (33 U.S.C. 3203) is amended by striking ‘“‘At-
lantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea, and Gulf of
Mexico region” and inserting ‘‘Atlantic
Ocean region, including the Caribbean Sea
and the Gulf of Mexico’.

(b) COMPONENTS.—Subsection (b) of such
section 4 is amended—
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(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘estab-
lished” and inserting ‘‘supported or main-
tained’’;

(2) in paragraph (4), by inserting ‘‘and safe-
guarding port and harbor operations’ after
‘‘communities’’;

(3) in paragraph (7)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘, including graphical
warning products,” after ‘“‘warnings’’;

(B) by inserting *‘, territories,”
‘““‘States’’; and

(C) by inserting ‘‘and Wireless Emergency
Alerts” after ‘‘Hazards Program’’; and

(4) in paragraph (8), by inserting ‘‘and com-
mercial and Federal undersea communica-
tions cables’ after ‘‘observing technologies’.

(c) TSUNAMI WARNING SYSTEM.—Subsection
(c) of such section 4 is amended to read as
follows:

“(c) TSUNAMI WARNING SYSTEM.—The pro-
gram under this section shall operate a tsu-
nami warning system that—

‘(1) is capable of forecasting tsunami, in-
cluding forecasting tsunami arrival time and
inundation estimates, anywhere in the Pa-
cific and Arctic Ocean regions and providing
adequate warnings;

‘(2) is capable of forecasting and providing
adequate warnings in areas of the Atlantic
Ocean, including the Caribbean Sea and Gulf
of Mexico, that are determined—

‘““(A) to be geologically active, or to have
significant potential for geological activity;
and

‘(B) to pose significant risks of tsunami
for States along the coastal areas of the At-
lantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea, or Gulf of Mex-
ico; and

““(3) supports other international tsunami
forecasting and warning efforts.”’.

(d) TSUNAMI WARNING CENTERS.—Sub-
section (d) of such section 4 is amended to
read as follows:

“(d) TSUNAMI WARNING CENTERS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
support or maintain centers, as part of the
National Centers for Environmental Pre-
diction, to support the tsunami warning sys-
tem required by subsection (c). The Centers
shall include—

‘“(A) the National Tsunami Warning Cen-
ter, located in Alaska, which is primarily re-
sponsible for Alaska, the continental United
States, and the Caribbean;

‘(B) the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center,
located in Hawaii, which is primarily respon-
sible for Hawaii and other areas of the Pa-
cific not covered by the National Center; and

‘(C) any additional forecast and warning
centers determined by the National Weather
Service to be necessary.

‘“(2) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The responsibil-
ities of the centers supported or maintained
pursuant to paragraph (1) shall include the
following:

‘“(A) Continuously monitoring data from
seismological, deep ocean, coastal sea level,
and tidal monitoring stations and other data
sources as may be developed and deployed.

‘(B) Evaluating earthquakes, landslides,
and volcanic eruptions that have the poten-
tial to generate tsunami.

‘“(C) Evaluating deep ocean buoy data and
tidal monitoring stations for indications of
tsunami resulting from earthquakes and
other sources.

‘(D) To the extent practicable, utilizing a
range of models to predict tsunami arrival
times and flooding estimates.

‘“(E) Disseminating forecasts and tsunami
warning bulletins to Federal, State, and
local government officials and the public.

‘“(F) Coordinating with the tsunami hazard
mitigation program conducted under section
5 to ensure ongoing sharing of information
between forecasters and emergency manage-
ment officials.

after
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“(G) Making data gathered under this Act
and post-warning analyses conducted by the
National Weather Service or other relevant
Administration offices available to research-
ers.

“(3) FAIL-SAFE WARNING CAPABILITY.—The
tsunami warning centers supported or main-
tained pursuant to paragraph (1) shall main-
tain a fail-safe warning capability and abil-
ity to perform back-up duties for each other.

‘“(4) COORDINATION WITH NATIONAL WEATHER
SERVICE.—The National Weather Service
shall coordinate with the centers supported
or maintained pursuant to paragraph (1) to
ensure that regional and local forecast of-
fices—

“‘(A) have the technical knowledge and ca-
pability to disseminate tsunami warnings for
the communities they serve; and

‘‘(B) leverage connections with local emer-
gency management officials for optimally
disseminating tsunami warnings and fore-
casts.

‘() UNIFORM OPERATING PROCEDURES.—The
Administrator shall—

““(A) develop uniform operational proce-
dures for the centers supported or main-
tained pursuant to paragraph (1), including
the use of software applications, checklists,
decision support tools, and tsunami warning
products that have been standardized across
the program supported under this section;

‘“(B) ensure that processes and products of
the warning system operated pursuant to
subsection (¢)—

‘(i) reflect industry best practices;

‘‘(ii) conform to the maximum extent prac-
ticable with internationally recognized
standards for information technology; and

‘“(iii) conform to the maximum extent
practicable with other warning products and
practices of the National Weather Service;

“(C) ensure that future adjustments to
operational protocols, processes, and warn-
ing products—

‘(i) are made consistently across the warn-
ing system operated pursuant to subsection
(c); and

‘(i) are applied in a uniform manner
across such warning system; and

‘(D) disseminate guidelines and metrics
for evaluating and improving tsunami fore-
cast models.

“(6) AVAILABLE RESOURCES.—The Adminis-
trator, through the National Weather Serv-
ice, shall ensure that resources are available
to fulfill the obligations of this Act. This in-
cludes ensuring supercomputing resources
are available to run such computer models as
are needed for purposes of the tsunami warn-
ing system operated pursuant to subsection
(e).”.

(e) TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY; MAINTE-
NANCE AND UPGRADES.—Subsection (e) of
such section 4 is amended to read as follows:

‘“(e) TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY; MAINTE-
NANCE AND UPGRADES.—In carrying out this
section, the Administrator shall—

‘(1) develop requirements for the equip-
ment used to forecast tsunami, including—

“‘(A) provisions for multipurpose detection
platforms;

‘“(B) reliability and performance metrics;
and

“(C) to the maximum extent practicable,
requirements for the integration of equip-
ment with other United States and global
ocean and coastal observation systems, the
global Earth observing system of systems,
the global seismic networks, and the Ad-
vanced National Seismic System;

‘“(2) develop and execute a plan for the
transfer of technology from ongoing research
conducted as part of the program supported
or maintained under section 6 into the pro-
gram under this section; and
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‘(3) ensure that the Administration’s oper-
ational tsunami detection equipment is
properly maintained.”’.

(f) FEDERAL COOPERATION.—Subsection (f)
of such section 4 is amended to read as fol-
lows:

*“(f) FEDERAL COOPERATION.—When deploy-
ing and maintaining tsunami detection tech-
nologies under the program under this sec-
tion, the Administrator shall—

‘(1) identify which assets of other Federal
agencies are necessary to support such pro-
gram; and

‘“(2) work with each agency identified
under paragraph (1)—

‘““(A) to acquire the agency’s assistance;
and

‘“(B) to prioritize the necessary assets.””.

(g) UNNECESSARY PROVISIONS.—Such sec-
tion 4 is further amended by striking sub-
sections (g) through (k).

SEC. 5. MODIFICATION OF NATIONAL TSUNAMI
HAZARD MITIGATION PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5 (33 U.S.C. 3204)
is amended by striking subsections (a)
through (d) and inserting the following:

‘‘(a) PROGRAM REQUIRED.—The Adminis-
trator, in consultation with the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency and the heads of such other
agencies as the Administrator considers rel-
evant, shall conduct a community-based tsu-
nami hazard mitigation program to improve
tsunami preparedness and resiliency of at-
risk areas in the United States and the terri-
tories of the United States.

“‘(b) PROGRAM COMPONENTS.—The Program
conducted pursuant to subsection (a) shall
include the following:

‘(1) Technical and financial assistance to
coastal States, territories, tribes, and local
governments to develop and implement ac-
tivities under this section.

‘(2) Integration of tsunami preparedness
and mitigation programs into ongoing State-
based hazard warning, resilience planning,
and risk management activities, including
predisaster planning, emergency response,
evacuation planning, disaster recovery, haz-
ard mitigation, and community development
and redevelopment programs in affected
areas.

‘“(8) Activities to promote the adoption of
tsunami resilience, preparedness, warning,
and mitigation measures by Federal, State,
territorial, tribal, and local governments and
nongovernmental entities, including edu-
cational and risk communication programs
to discourage development in high-risk
areas.

‘“(4) Activities to support the development
of regional tsunami hazard and risk assess-
ments, using inundation models that meet
programmatic standards for accuracy. Such
regional risk assessments may include the
following:

““(A) The sources, sizes, and histories of
tsunami in that region.

‘(B) Inundation models and maps of crit-
ical infrastructure and socioeconomic vul-
nerability in areas subject to tsunami inun-
dation.

‘(C) Maps of evacuation areas and evacu-
ation routes.

‘(D) Evaluations of the size of populations
that will require evacuation, including popu-
lations with special evacuation needs.

() Activities to support the development
of community-based outreach and education
programs to ensure community readiness
and resilience, including the following:

‘““(A) The development, implementation,
and assessment of technical training and
public education programs, including edu-
cation programs that address unique charac-
teristics of distant and near-field tsunami.

‘(B) The development of decision support
tools.
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‘“(C) The incorporation of social science re-
search into community readiness and resil-
ience efforts.

‘(D) The development of evidence-based
education guidelines.

“(6) Dissemination of guidelines and stand-
ards for community planning, education, and
training products, programs, and tools, in-
cluding standards for—

“(A) mapping products;

‘“(B) inundation models; and

“(C) effective emergency exercises.

“(c) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—In addition
to activities conducted under subsection (b),
the program conducted pursuant to sub-
section (a) may include the following:

‘(1) Multidisciplinary vulnerability assess-
ment research, education, and training to
help integrate risk management and resil-
ience objectives with community develop-
ment planning and policies.

‘“(2) Risk management training for local
officials and community organizations to en-
hance understanding and preparedness.

‘“(3) Development of practical applications
for existing or emerging technologies, such
as modeling, remote sensing, geospatial
technology, engineering, and observing sys-
tems.

‘“(4) Risk management, risk assessment,
and resilience data and information services,
including—

‘“(A) access to data and products derived
from observing and detection systems; and

‘(B) development and maintenance of new
integrated data products to support risk
management, risk assessment, and resilience
programs.

‘“(5) Risk notification systems that coordi-
nate with and build upon existing systems
and actively engage decisionmakers, local
and State government agencies, business
communities, nongovernmental organiza-
tions, and the media.

¢(d) NO PREEMPTION.—

‘(1) DESIGNATION OF AT-RISK AREAS.—The
establishment of national standards for in-
undation models under this section shall not
prevent States, territories, tribes, and local
governments from designating additional
areas as being at risk based on knowledge of
local conditions.

“(2) NO NEW REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—
Nothing in this Act may be construed as es-
tablishing new regulatory authority for any
Federal agency.”’.

(b) REPORT ON ACCREDITATION OF TSU-
NAMIREADY PROGRAM.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Administrator of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology of the House of Representatives
a report on which authorities and activities
would be needed to have the TsunamiReady
program of the National Weather Service ac-
credited by the Emergency Management Ac-
creditation Program.

SEC. 6. MODIFICATION OF TSUNAMI RESEARCH
PROGRAM.

Section 6 (33 U.S.C. 3205) is amended—

(1) in the matter before paragraph (1), by
striking ‘“The Administrator shall” and all
that follows through ‘‘establish or maintain”’
and inserting the following:

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator
shall, in consultation with such other Fed-
eral agencies, State and territorial govern-
ments, and academic institutions as the Ad-
ministrator considers appropriate, the co-
ordinating committee under section 11(b),
and the panel under section 8(a), support or
maintain’’;

(2) by striking ‘“‘and assessment for tsu-
nami tracking and numerical forecast mod-
eling. Such research program shall—’ and
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inserting the following: ‘‘assessment for tsu-
nami tracking and numerical forecast mod-
eling, and standards development.

“(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The research pro-
gram supported or maintained pursuant to
subsection (a) shall—"’;

(3) in subsection (b), as designated by para-
graph (2)—

(A) by amending paragraph (1) to read as
follows:

‘(1) consider other appropriate research to
mitigate the impact of tsunami, including
the improvement of near-field tsunami de-
tection and forecasting capabilities, which
may include use of new generation Deep-
ocean Assessment and Reporting of
Tsunamis and National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration supercomputer capac-
ity to develop a rapid tsunami forecast for
all United States coastlines;’’;

(B) in paragraph (3)—

(i) by striking ‘‘include”
“‘conduct’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘and’ at the end;

(C) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5); and

(D) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(4) develop the technical basis for valida-
tion of tsunami maps, numerical tsunami
models, digital elevation models, and fore-
casts; and’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(¢) PiLoT PROJECT.—The Administrator
may, pursuant to subsection (b), develop a
pilot project for near-field tsunami forecast
development for the Cascadia region along
the west coast of the United States using
new generation Deep-ocean Assessment and
Reporting of Tsunamis, upcoming and exist-
ing cable networks, and new National Cen-
ters for Environmental Protection modeling
capability.”.

SEC. 7. GLOBAL TSUNAMI WARNING AND MITIGA-
TION NETWORK.

Section 7 (33 U.S.C. 3206) is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (a) to read as
follows:

‘‘(a) SUPPORT FOR DEVELOPMENT OF INTER-
NATIONAL TSUNAMI WARNING SYSTEM.—The
Administrator shall, in coordination with
the Secretary of State and in consultation
with such other agencies as the Adminis-
trator considers relevant, provide technical
assistance and training to the Intergovern-
mental Oceanographic Commission of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization, the World Meteoro-
